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Editorial

“I must go down to the sea again...”

Who would have known we could come up with so much
material on a single subject? Certainly not the Editor in Chief
of the past two issues of Threshold! He was nearly swept off
the deck of his ship by the sheer amount of artistry that our
contributors have supplied. A cornucopia of material that
crashed upon our computer screens like the waves of the Sea
of Dread crash upon the shores of Karameikos!

Honestly, I began this process with a lot of excitement, and more
than a little trepidation. I've been a contributor to the Vaults
for a long time (first through the MML, MMB, and finally now
at the Piazza), and have contributed to other fan based products
as well (most notably the Mystara Almanacs, and the Tome of
Mystara), but I've never really been on this end of the editing
process. I was extremely lucky that the editors of the previous
issues of Threshold (Giampaolo Agosta and Andrew Theisen)
both already had some experience in this venue, and I was able
to learn a lot by watching them go through the process before
me.

Despite this, nothing could have prepared me for the sheer
amount of material that came flooding in on the Sea of Dread.
I went from fearing that we would receive no articles, to fearing
that we had received too many... so many in fact that we had to
split the Sea of Dread topic into two issues - and I think i was
still nearly overwhelming!

I'm really proud of the quality of the work that lies before you,
especially given the quantity of it all. But I'm also more than a
little tired. Serving as Editor in Chief of these past two issues
has been a dream come true for me, but I'm ready to pass the
torch onto the next brave soul. I'm going to find a beach, sip
some rum, and quietly return to the other side of the editor’s
table to pen a few articles of my own... at least for a while.

Having said all of that, I'm very excited about what we have to
present you with in Issue #4 - there is going to be some truly
epic material within these electronic pages! Set your eyes on
the horizon as we prepare to Return to the Sea of Dread!

Jobn Calvin (Chimpman)
Editor-in-chief, Threshold Issue #4
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‘This Issue’s CONtrRibutors

Chis Issu€’s CONtRiIbUTORS

Jesper Andersen (a.k.a. Spellweaver) has
been a fan of the Known World and Mystara
since his first D&D game in 1991. He enjoys
creating new adventures, stories, characters
and monsters, much of which can be found at
the Vault of Pandius. His latest personal
adventure, however, is the launch of his own
RPG publishing company called Blood
Brethren Games.

I. "Meandrathel" Calvin enjoys drawing
fantasy, and animals that can kill. Namely
wolves, dragons, horses, and most large
felines. Human animal hybrids are not
excluded either; she often draws human
versions of her favorite animals. She does,
however, despise drawing things that are
unbearingly cute. It's a pretty awful thing to
do.

Jobn Calvin is fascinated by the depth of
Mystaran history, and has always wanted to
share that more fully with players. To that end
he has been developing sub-settings like The
Hollow Moon and Mystara 2300 BC.

Giulio Caroletti started playing in Mystara
with the old red box in 1992, and hasn't
stopped since. He went "internet" on the MML
as Captain Iulius Sergius Scaevola in 1999, and
has since written mostly about Thyatis and
Dwarves. When not busy pretending to be a
Thyatian officer, he lives a boring life as an
atmosphere physicist from Rome, Italy. His
main interests are light-eyed girls, soccer (he's
an AS Roma fan) and rock music (especially
70s progressive rock).

Michele “LoZompatore” C. played BECMI for
most of his life, starting way back in 1987. He
most of all likes mixing and matching canon
and fanon material about Mystara to see how

many new adventure hooks can be churned
out. In the little spare time away from Mystara
he helps other guys in designing oil and gas
pipelines around the (real) world.

Even though Sturm (a.k.a. Francesco
Defferrari) loves any alternate world, he
believes Mystara is incomparably the best for
its vibrant community endlessly delving into
ethnography, linguistics and history just to
make a little sense of it. Something like the
real world, but with dragons.

David Keyser has run four long-term
campaigns set in Mystara since the 1980s,
using published adventure and support
materials as much as possible. He denies
having any creative talent himself. It's just that
if you put him with a group of friends who
are willing to work with him to provide an
evening of entertainment, there's a
momentary spark like the scratch of flint on
steel...and then something magical happens.

Simone Neri (Zendrolion) teaches history
and philosophy at secondary school in
Florence, Italy. He has mastered Mystara
campaigns since 1987, his favourite settings
being Thyatis, Norwold, Karameikos, and
Glantri. He is an active member of The Piazza
community with the nickname of Zendrolion
- but don't fear backstabbing from him!

In his house at The Piazza, Cthulbudrew
(a.k.a. Andrew Theisen) waits, dreaming.
"That campaign world is not dead, which can
eternal lie; and with strange aeons, Mystara
shall once again rise."
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‘CHE HISTORY OF

lerendi -~ Minrothad

Part Two: From the Lycanthropic Plague
to the Ierendian Independence

‘CHE FIFCH CENTCURY

The 5t century AC is remembered in the
Known World and surrounding regions as the
century in which the dreadful plagues of
lycanthropy and vampirism hit with
unprecedented virulence the population of
the coastal countries. Those regions which
had more frequent contacts with the outside
world - coastal countries with trade ties to
eastern lands, like the Colony Islands and
Thyatis — took the brunt of the plague spread.
Werecreatures and vampires sprung up
among the human population, sowing panic
in the cities and towns, terrorizing villages
and hamlets, and ultimately finding places to
hide in the borderland and wilderness areas;
at the same time, the demihuman realms
closed their borders to avoid the contagion
of a plague which could erase their races from
the face of the Outer World:.

The spread of the “modern” strains of
lycanthropy and vampirism began around AC
400 in the Alphatian mainland, following the
experiments in shapeshifting of some
Alphatian  wizards2z. What they were

1 As known, lycanthropy is deadly to
demihumans.

2 This is the origin of the curse told in PC4
Night Howlers; however, as it can be guessed

by Simone Neri (Zendrolion)

experimenting with, unfortunately, got out of
their hands, and caused the development of
dozens of lycanthropy strains which killed
thousands of people and affected thousands
more in their homeland. Traders from the
Known World, in particular Minrothian ones
- who were some of the most far-ranging
merchants of this age, and some of the few to
trade directly with the Alphatian homeland -
unknowingly brought the plague to the Sea
of Dread region, from where it then spread
into the surrounding countries.

Modern historians trace back the first cases
of “Alphatian” lycanthropy in the Known
World to AC 410, when some Minrothian ships
came back to Harbortown from the ports of
mainland Alphatia, carrying on board
someone affected by the curse. The
Minrothians’ wide-ranging trade network also
contributed to introduce the disease in many
other regions they traded with. Strains of bat,
fox, bear, wolf, boar, tiger, and giant hawk
lycanthropy spread in the Colony Islands,
which by AC 450 hosted a sizeable number of
werecreatures; wererats also appeared at the

by other canon references (like the
background of Orcus in Wrath of the
Immortals), lycathropy did already exist in
the past, so the one originating in Alphatia
around AC 400 has to be considered only
one of the sources of this plague.
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same time in great numbers in Thyatis. The
underwater realms of the Sunlit Sea did not
pass this age unharmed, either: in AC 415
weresharks appeared among the merrow and
triton populations, and this lycanthropic strain
spread underwater to an extent not unlike that
of the land strains.

While the spread of lycanthropy affected the
history of most coastal nations of the Known
World, it had a deeper impact on the society
of the Colony Islands, triggering the events
which would later upset the old balance which
saw the humans as the main race of the
archipelago, and led to the rise of the elves. It
is ironical that this dramatic turn of events
happened right in middle of the age of greater
prosperity, wealth, and trading influence
which the Colony Islands’ elven-human
alliance had ever enjoyed until now.

‘Che ColonNy IslaNDs
IN the Fifth CeNtury

At the beginning of the 5t century AC, the
trading combine formed by Harbortown, New
Alphatia, and Alfeisle’s water and wood elves
was one of the most wealthy realms of the Sea
of Dread. The combine’s merchant ships
ranged from the Serpent Peninsula to the west,
to the Darokinian and Traladaran ports to the
north, to the Alatian Islands and Alphatian
mainland to the east, selling there the products
of the wood elves’ and New Alphatians’ fine
crafts and bringing back to the Colony Islands
luxuries from those exotic places. The
combine’s ships were among the most swift
and seaworthy of the Known World, thanks to
the lucky combination of the water elves’
weather magic, shipbuilding skills, and
seamanship, to the wood elves’ ability to grow
and work quality timber, and to New
Alphatians’ water magic. The combine allowed

the three parties to exchange developments,
techniques, and lore, thus making any
advancement available to each one of them.
The Minrothians of Harbortown were among
the richest members of the combine: they
profited not only thanks to the trade routes,
but also to the financial loans they ensured
to the Thyatian Empire and to favorable
agreements which had allowed them to enter
the Thyatian Empire’s trade system.

Harbortown’s Dominance

and the First Traladaran War

Despite the existence of the combine, the
Minrothians’ fortunes were greatly envied by
the New Alphatians and by the elves. Indeed,
Harbortown also prospered thanks to the
practice of slave trade: trading in ethnic
Alphatian peoples had been forbidden to
them since a treaty of AC 284, but in the last
decades the Minrothians had largely ignored
that old treaty, and with a sort of tacit
agreement with their allies in the combine,
the Minrothians had managed to continue
their slave trade undisturbed by obtaining
from the Thyatian Empire limited access to
its markets for New Alphatia and Alfeisle.

Money which ended up in the coffers of New
Alphatia was enough to make them favorable
to the current state of things; in fact, New
Alphatia was more and more politically
dominated by Harbortown’s elites from AC
400 on, effectively being reduced to a vassal
of the most powerful nearby city. The elves
did not comply with the situation in the same
way, and continued to make pressure - albeit
without success - on Harbortown’s

government regarding the ceasing of the slave
trade and also the Minrothians’ custom -
borrowed from the Thyatians - to use slaves
for themselves, to carry on domestic duties
or to work in plantations. Nevertheless
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Harbortown was by far the most opulent city
of the archipelago in this age, with thousands
of halfling slaves working for their Minrothian
masters both in the city and in surrounding
plantations.

Harbortown’s trading power and her link with
the Thyatian Empire allowed her to defend
her sphere of influence much more
aggressively than before. In AC 412 a new
player threatened to upset the Minrothians’
influence over trade in Traladara, as the King
of Darokin, Corwyn VIII, had reduced to vassal
status many noble clans of the northern region
of that country through a swift military
campaign. Fearing that the Darokinian
conquest of Traladara might oust them from
that region’s markets, Harbortown and New
Alphatia financed the southern Traladaran
clans’ attempt to assassinate the king to get
rid of this threat. The plan was carried on
successfully in the same year AC 412, when
Corwyn VIII was poisoned. The assassination,
however, made the son of the last Darokinian
king, Corwyn IX, eager to take revenge on the
Traladarans; the new king then decided to
spark the First Traladaran War (AC 412-417)3
by declaring war on the southern Tradalaran
clans. At first, Harbortown and New Alphatia
only sent money to finance the allied clans’
resistance against the Darokinian armies, then
(AC 415) they had to intervene directly in the
war in order to make the tide of the conflict
turn against the invaders . King Corwyn IX
died in battle in AC 415, and his son was forced
to sign with the allies the Peace of Marilenev
(AC 417), relinquishing all claims on Darokin’s
Traladaran holdings. The Minrothians had

3 For further details about this conflict, see
A Karameikos Companion (by G. Agosta),
Rulers of Darokin (by A. Nowack), and The

History of Karameikos, in “Threshold” issue
no. 1.

successfully defended their influence over
trade in Traladara, which further increased
in the following years.

The Spread of Lycanthropy

Meanwhile, the Minrothians had to cope with
a much greater threat than Darokin.
Lycanthropy and vampirism had begun to
spread too much to be further ignored by
Trader’s Isle Minrothian and New Alphatian
authorities, mostly because clerical
countermeasures they had taken proved to
be of limited effect in fighting these diseases.

Unrest burst out among the halfling slaves of
Trader’s Isle, who - differently from the
humans - began to die when the disease
affected them; despite this, the Minrothians
brutally quelled any unrest from the halflings.
The same concern matured among Alfeisle’s
elves, who in AC 416 drastically decided to

Issue #4
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close their borders to anyone coming from the
outside world, only opening a single port to
foreign trade, and began to strictly patrol the
waters around their island to discover and
ruthlessly destroy any trespasser. All the while,
the Minrothians blamed the New Alphatians
for the spread of the disease, while the New
Alphatians accused Harbortown authorities to
be unable to deal with the problem. Panic was
beginning to spread in the archipelago.

In AC 423 mortality in Harbortown among the
halfling slaves ran so high that a violent
uprising took place and the government had
to call in the army and put it down bloodily
with the force of arms. A commission devoted
to find a solution to the continued spread of
this disease was installed, but its work
proceeded slowly. People did not know that
this slowness was caused by the fact that some
of the commission’s members had relatives
affected by lycanthropy, and they feared that
— if it was discovered that a proper cure did
not exist at all — the final decision may fall on
extermination of all the afflicted; thus they
tried to delay the commission’s works as much
as possible.

Eventually, in AC 429, dramatic rise of
lycanthropy cases forced Harbortown’s
government to enact an extreme solution,
instituting under the urging of Alfeisle’s elves
a special military unit to fight the disease; as
it had been feared, the unit is tasked with the
extermination of any afflicted individual
discovered. The measure was strongly
opposed by a minority of Harbortown’s and
New Alphatia’s elites, and at the end it was
approved only in Harbortown. Many people
there were executed in the first weeks, and
some more fled to other lands beyond the
grasp of Harbortown’s special unit. For a
couple of years the spread of lycanthropy

seemed to stop and the disease appeared to
be in check, but thereafter new cases sprung
up again on Trader’s Isle, and the special unit
became increasingly unable to track the
afflicted ones and hunt them down. As it
would become apparent later, that was
because some members of Harbortown’s
government were lycanthropes themselves,
and set things in order to avoid drawing
attention on themselves and other afflicted
individuals who were their friends or relatives.

Again, many people began voicing against the
government’s inability to stop the disease,
and their number and influence increased as
protests were joined by plantation owners
and other upper class peoples - who
possessed many halfling slaves and were
seeing them dying with increasing financial
losses for themselves. Gradually, the
intransigent faction got the upper hand and,
between AC 433 and AC 436, Harbortown’s
government was purged from lycanthrope
members; additional special measures were
taken to shield the halfling slaves from the
danger of the contagion.

The result of this strict anti-lycanthrope policy
in Harbortown was the relocation of many
lycanthropes in New Alphatia. The latter town
had not approved any special measure, and
in the course of the AC 430s had seen a rising
number of lycanthropes fleeing from the rest
of Trader’s Isle migrating or hiding within its
territory and walls. Moreover, the political
elites of New Alphatia - many members of
which were lycanthropes - favored the
adoption of a humane treatment of the
afflicted people, upholding that it was not
necessary to kill all the afflicted and that it
was sufficient to take measures just to restrain
them while in beast form. Thus, the New
Alphatian government fiercely opposed the
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intransigent policy which Harbortown was
carrying on, not letting any special squad or
werehunters in her territory. On the other
hand, the “restrainment measures” advocated
by New Alphatia did not decrease death cases
and killings due to lycanthropy, nor the spread
of the disease; and this hampered the solution
of the problem in the whole of Trader’s Isle.

The Silver Purge

T T Huﬂlﬁn" !!ﬁwll!l!l!!!!!!!l
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By AC 440, Trader’s Isle had become again the
home of a substantial number of
werecreatures, a vast concentration of which
was found in New Alphatia and in the
surrounding countryside. The combine’s trade
and wealth had suffered a steep decline in the
recent decades, because of the trouble with
the disease and the unrest at home, the closure
of Alfeisle’s ports to humans and alleged
disease-carriers, and the strict limitations on
trade with Minrothians and New Alphatians
imposed by many mainland ports which feared
they might bring a further spread of the disease
in their own lands.

As trade continued to decline and the number
of lycanthropes on Trader’s Isle to increase,
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an informal group of elven hunters called
“The Beastslayers” appeared on Trader’s Isle,
with the goal to do what the human
governments were unable to carry on: the
slaying of all lycanthropes. It was led by a
young wood elf, Ruaidhri, whose family had
been exterminated by a group of bloody
werehawks some years before. Harbortown’s
and New Alphatia’s authorities fiercely
protested against the group’s violent actions,
which they considered illegal. In AC 442, one
of the Beastslayers was indeed captured by
New Alphatia’s guards and held responsible
for homicide; he was swiftly executed.

Ruaidhri went back to Alfeisle and spoke in
front of the elven clanmasters: he told the
elven elders what he had seen on Trader’s
Isle, and succeeded in persuading them that
it was only a matter of time before the disease
spread with pandemic proportions to the
whole human population of the Known
World, thus inevitably sealing also the elves’
fate. Their trade in decline, their trust in the
future of the combine broken, the water and
wood elven clanmasters ultimately decided
to gather their forces to put an end to the
threat of lycanthropy once and for all with a
drastic and ruthless action. They gathered
hundreds of silver-armed elven warriors, put
them under the leadership of Ruaidhri
himself, and sent such a strike force against
Trader’s Isle in AC 443. The Silver Purge had
beguns.

Trader’s Isle fell into anarchy as part of the
human population sided with the elves in
order to get rid of the lycanthropes. Both
human governments of the isle fell into chaos.
The conflict, which was a true civil war, lasted

4 Among lycanthropes, this event is known
as the Great Persecution (see PC4 Night
Howlers, DM’s Guide, page 4).

.......................................................
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two years. Lycanthrope attacks became fiercer
and more desperate, because they knew their
only alternative was death. On their part, the
elves were even too zealous in pursuing their
goal, for they were guilty of slaughtering
helpless human families and people who were
only suspected of being lycanthropes. After a
bloody internal civil war, the faction favorable
to the Silver Purge took the lead in
Harbortown and tried to help the elves carry
on the extermination of lycanthropes, but
mostly had to cope with the reestablishment
of order in its territory and undertook only
limited actions.

The History of IereNdi aNd MiNRroOthad

The war reached a climax in AC 445, when
the elves attacked New Alphatia, where a high
number of lycanthropes was known to have
hidden. The city was besieged while the elven
fleet killed anyone seeking to escape through
the sea. When the elven army finally breached
through the city’s defenses, the elven general
ordered to put the city to flames to avoid any
of the lycanthropes escaping. Many thousands
of innocent people died in the torching of
New Alphatia, which was left as a blackened
ruin to remember the fate of the lycanthropes
on Trader’s Isle. Fightings continued for
some months, but at the end of AC 445 the
elven force had rid the island of most
werecreatures. A few of them survived
though, hiding in the deep forests and
mountains, always on the run to avoid being
tracked down by elven rangers and hunterss.

Other islands of the Colony archipelago
under Harbortown’s control were scarcely
affected by the Purge. Fortress, Blackrock,
and Fire islands were nearly uninhabited,
while the few cases of lycanthropy affliction
which were discovered on Open Isle, North
Island, and Terentias had been swiftly dealt
with. Nevertheless, in AC 444 an unusually
high number of afflictions was discovered on
the island of Terentias - likely caused by
lycanthropes who had managed to evade the

5 In particular, it may be worth noting that
Ruaidhri continued his extermination of
werehawks up to total accomplishment, in
AC 582, when the elf slaughtered the last
recorded members of this strain in a “tiny
island of the Sea of Dread” (PC4 Night
Holwers, DM’s Guide, page 4). The haven of
the last werehawks might have been one of
the myriad lesser islands not featured on
8-miles per hex poster maps of Minrothad
and lerendi, or one of the lesser, more
distant atolls and keys of the Sea of Dread
(see The Minor Islands of the Sea of Dread,
in “Threshold” issue no. 3).
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elves’ blockade around Trader’s Isle. The water
elf minority living in Terentias was favorable
to call in the aid of Alfeisle’s elves to carry on
the Silver Purge in the island, but the human
majority feared more the excesses perpetrated
by the elves on Trader’s Isle than the
lycanthropes. When rumors spread that a
brigade of elven werehunters was about to set
sail to Terentias, the human leaders of the
town of Crossbones decided to petition the
Thyatian Empire for protection against the
elves’ wrath. The water elf minority was forced
to accept this development, and in AC 445
Thyatian cohorts landed on Terentias and on
North Island to “protect” those placess; the
empire ensured the elves that it would have
taken care to disposed of the lycanthropy-
afflicted population - without excessive
bloodshed. The elves complied, still keeping
alert for further cases of affliction, and still
watching closely their borders.

It is worth noting that the war against the
werecreatures did not leave the Sunlit Sea
untouched, either. The spread of lycanthropy
among tritons and merrows had threatened
to overrun the whole underwater realms with
the foul werecreatures. Moreover, the spread
of the plague had opened a rift in Undersea’s
triton society, with two factions accusing each
other of hosting werecreatures within its ranks.
Informed by the Aquarendi elves of what was
happening above the surface, the tritons and
merrows started their own werehunt in AC
443 with what is known as the “Night of Long
Knives”7. Thousands of tritons and merrows

6 This passage of Terentias under Thyatian
control was borrowed from History of the
Thyatian People (by J. Ruhland); I tried to
make it fit within the context of the Silver
Purge, also adding the extension of Thyatian
control over North Island.

7 See PC3 The Sea People, The Sea People
Book, page 42.

died during this two years’ purge, which was
prevented from escalating into a full civil war
only through Aquarendi mediation.
Nevertheless, the annihilation of lycanthropes
in Undersea did nothing to heal the hates and
enmities which the purge had created in the
triton society - and which to some extent still
endure today.

The Purge’s Aftermath

At the end of the Purge, Harbortown’s power
was broken, and New Alphatia was no more.
The elves’ economy had suffered as well, due
to the breakup of their trading combine with
the humans - even if they were able to make
up for some of the losses substituting their
own influence to Harbortown’s vanished one
in some of the mainland markets, it was the
Thyatian Empire’s trade network which
mostly benefited from the decline of the
Minrothians. With Trader’s Isle’s political and
trade power disrupted, in the next forty years
(also thanks to a time of relative peace in the
relations of their empire with Alphatia)
Thyatian merchants exploited the gap opened
by the formers’ demise, seizing the slave trade
in the western sea routes and pushing
themselves up to the Serpent Peninsula and
even to the Green Coast of Davanias.

8 Thyatian expansion in the western Sea of
Dread and in Davania draws on this passage
found in Champions of Mystara boxed set,
Explorer’s Manual, p53: “The stretch of
Davania’s coast closest to Yavdlom is
inhabited by scattered city-states, the
remnants of Thyatian and other nations’
colonies that have since lost ties with their
mother countries”. A similar statement is
found in Poor Wizard’s Almanac II & III (in
the “Davania” entry). The fate of the
Thyatian expansion in the western Sea of
Dread and in the Green Coast of Davania
will be hinted at in the subsequent
paragraph and chapters of this article.
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Afterwards, the Thyatian Empire and the
clanmasters of Alfeisle signed a treaty in Pilion
(AC 446), under which Thyatis got control of
Terentias, North Island, and the atoll of Fire
Island, while the elves assumed control over
Open Isle - something they seemingly coveted
for some unknown purpose. The treaty ruled
that the rest of the archipelago - the whole
Trader’s Isle, and the two minor and nearly
uninhabited Fortress and Blackrock islands -
were put under the rule of a Guardianship
Council seated in Harbortown, whose
members were jointly selected by the elven
clanmasters and by the Thyatian Empire; all
local government of Trader’s Isle - including
Harbortown’s - had to submit to the authority
of the Guardianship Council. The Treaty of
Pilion stated that the purpose of the Council
was to ease the restoration of social peace,
order, and prosperity in Trader’s Isle after the
Silver Purge, thus its rule was planned as
temporary and lasting ten years, after which
Harbortown’s government should ideally take
care of itself again.

The Halflings’ Uprising

The situation on Trader’s Isle, however, was
still tense. Unrest had dominated the halfling
slave population during the Silver Purge, and
their wish to be freed could be only barely
controlled now that the island’s political
leadership was in turmoil. Numerous slave
uprisings occurred, but the Guardianship
Council was divided over the issue: pro-
Thyatian members wanted to keep halflings
as slaves or at best as indentured servants,
while pro-Alfeisle ones wanted them free.
Meanwhile, many Minrothian landowners, in
front of the Council’s inability to decide the
fate of the halflings, decided to wuse
mercenaries and their own armed guards to
put down those uprisings with force. Troops,

however, were sent by the Council to disarm
those forces, because it feared that social
tensions and disorder may allow again for a
spread of lycanthropy. Some landowners
responsible for the violence against the
halfling slaves, and some of the uprisings’
slave leaders were imprisoned or executed,
further exasperating the discontent both of
the Minrothian landowners and of the halfling
slaves.

The elves of Alfeisle had always hated slavery,
had fully realized that the Thyatians would
have never allowed the formal freeing of the
halflings (Thyatis’ economy was centered on
slave labor, after all), and were unable to
tolerate the halflings’ slavery in their
archipelago anymore, most of all in the
wretched conditions they had to suffer. Since
the time of the Treaty of Pilion, they had come
up with their own plan, and had assumed
control of Open Isle just for this purpose.
They had selected one free halfling, Malf
Quickhand, born in Harbortown from slave
parents who had died before the Silver Purge.
During the Purge, Malf had helped defend
and free groups of former halfling slaves who
had fled from the plantations or were seeking
shelter from lycanthrope attacks. Malf was
wanted by Harbortown’s authorities after the
Silver Purge, so he accepted the elves’ offer
to hide him on Alfeisle. There, he was
educated to elven and mainland culture -
including that of his own people in the Shires
- and trained in seamanship, combat, trade,
and administration. The elven clanmasters
wanted to make him the instrument to bring
about the end of the halfling slavery on
Trader’s Isle, and Malf was more than happy
to play this role.

In AC 449, Malf and the elves agreed upon
the details of a plan for a great halfling
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uprising on Trader’s Isle, and then traveled
again to Harbortown. He spent some months
making contacts with various slave groups and
with their leaders, putting together the plans
for an uprising. Then, in AC 450, the rebellion
broke out as planned in the city of Harbortown
itself; Malf took immediately the leadership of
the uprising, which saw the contemporary rise
of halfling slaves in many plantations, and the
formation of an halfling army which marched
on Harbortown, freeing any halfling slave
found on its route. Weapons secretly shipped
to them by the elves gave the rebel army the
necessary tools to achieve victory.

Harbortown’s government fled from the town,
fearing slaughter, while the Guardianship
Council was still too much divided between
pro-Thyatian and pro-elves to act. The rebel
army occupied the city and, under the
leadership of Malf, took possession of a series
of disused ships found in Harbortown’s
harbor. Using some special tackle provided by
the elves, the halflings managed to embark on
those ships, set sail, and take the sea
undisturbed. As Malf had agreed with the elven
clanmasters, the halfling flotilla was to land
on Open Isle, which the elves had previously
secured for themselves at Pilion in order to
make it the former slaves’ new homeland.

On Open Isle, Malf and the other halfling
leaders met with representatives of Alfeisle’s
clanmasters, and the Pacts of Highston were
signed in a village along the banks of the isle’s
main river. The Pacts recognized the halflings
as an independent people, and gave them the
full possession of Open Isle, over which the
elves relinquished control; as a free people,
the halflings would decide autonomously the
best way to rule themselves; also, the Pacts
established a new trading combine between
the elves of Alfeisle and the halflings of Open

Isle, and established a steady flow of elven
aid which would have allowed the building
of infrastructures, villages, and the start of
manufacturing activities.

The Decades of

the Thyatian Protectorate

Malf’s uprising had left Trader’s Isle further
damaged from an economic and social point
of view; demographic and economic decline
had crippled many activities and businesses,
many of which had fallen directly or indirectly
into the hands of foreign people, mostly
Thyatians and elves from Alfeisle. Many
members of the Minrothian and New
Alphatian aristocracy had to sell their lands
due to the loss of halfling manpower, or had
seen their merchant activities disrupted; they
begin to marry into well-off, non-noble
families in order to join fortunes together
and restore the wealth of their clans. This
gradually blurred the identity of the old
merchant and land owning aristocracies, and
opened the social landscape to the rise of
new families from the middle classes.
Moreover, the following decades saw the
gradual blending of the two main ethnic
groups of Trader’s Isle - the more numerous
Minrothians, and the much depleted New
Alphatians - who slowly began to think of
themselves as a single people.

Harbortown’s authorities regain control of
their territory, but in the Guardianship
Council accusations run high between the
pro-Thyatian members who denounced the
elves’ direction of the slave uprising behind
the scenes, and the pro-Alfeisle members who
saw what had happened positively and
wanted to carry it further on to total abolition
of slavery on the isle.
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During the Decades of the Thyatian Protectorate

The Thyatian Empire had not taken too kindly
the hit scored by the elves. In the previous
years following the Silver Purge, Thyatian
moneylenders had invested considerable sums
of money in the support of Harbortown’s
economy, lending funds to help damaged
landowners to rebuild their plantations and
local governments and aristocracy to repair
infrastructures in villages and towns; Thyatian
money had also helped Harbortown
government to restore order and trade
through recruitment of a Thyatian mercenary
force, repairing of the city’s shipyards, and
rebuilding of a merchant fleet. In sum, the
empire had tried to keep Trader’s Isle under
its own influence while elven presence on it
was mostly focused on tracking the last
lycanthropes hidden in the wilderness. After
the elves had staged the halfling uprising,
however, Thyatis feared that Alfeisle’s
clanmasters were trying to oust the empire
from the isle.

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

Thus, the Thyatian government protested
against the Pacts of Highston, demanding
reparations to Harbortown’s damaged
families, and foreshadowing the use of force
to bring the halflings back under Minrothian
rule. The elves, on the other hand, did not
wish to make war against the empire - most
of all because they were unlikely to resist the
full might of the empire - and managed to
bargain the halflings’ new status with control
over Trader’s Isle, bringing Thyatis to an
agreement. According to this paper, the
empire recognized Open Isle’s
independence, the halflings’ control over the
island, the ceasing of halfling slave trade, and
the right guaranteed to halflings still left on
Trader’s Isle to migrate to Open Isle. In
exchange, the elves allowed Thyatis to keep
troops on Trader’s Isle, and to lend advisors
and administrative personnel to

Harbortown’s government, also after the end
of the Guardianship Council’s mandate in AC
4506.

Issue #4


http://pandius.com/A_Karameikan_Companion.pdf

.......

The History of IERENDiI aND MiNROthad

The agreement effectively allowed Thyatis to
establish a protectorate over Trader’s Isled.
Already deeply involved in the isle’s economic
rebuilding and in Harbortown’s government,
when the Guardianship Council was dismissed
in AC 456, the Thyatian Empire was able to
persuade the local aristocracy to accept the
installment of an imperial legate to oversee
the government of the whole island. This is
considered by historians the de facto
beginning of the Thyatian protectorate over
Trader’s Isle, which was to last until AC 488.

Most of the human families of Trader’s Isle
were favorable to receive the aid of Thyatis to
rebuild their wealth; in the years prior to AC
456, Thyatis had been shrewd to establish
strong financial links with many major families
of Harbortown, which were not willing to
trade independence with the loss of those
funds at the time. Some other, in particular
those of New Alphatian descent, were opposed
to this development, but had not enough
strength to challenge the Thyatian protectorate.

Trader’s Isle’s economy was quickly rebuilt in
the following years, and integrated into the
empire’s trading network; however, Thyatians
and elves continued, for the most part, to
control the island’s main economic activities.
Many towns and villages were rebuilt and
repopulated, and population losses suffered
during the Silver Purge began to slowly recover
through a demographic raise and some

9 The Thyatian protectorate over Trader’s
Isle has been included mostly to explain a
number of sea battles featured on the 8-miles
per hex poster map of the Sunlit Sea in PC3
The Sea People, taking place in AC 500
around the Colony Islands; Thyatian interest
seemed to me the best way to explain a
conflict in the archipelago. The battles and
the events which will lead to them are
detailed further on.

immigration from the mainland. Thyatis
helped reorganize the isle’s local
governments around assemblies formed by
representatives of the wealthier noble and
merchant families from the countryside and
the towns, respectively. Many nobles also
began to take titles borrowed from those of
the Thyatian nobility, like “baron” and “lord”.

Harbortown formally continued to be a
sovereign nation, even if general trade and
foreign policies were strictly overseen by the
imperial legate. For example, Thyatis
opposed the inclusion of Harbortown in the
Alfeisle-Open Isle trading combine, as
proposed by the elves, and subsequently
hampered direct intervention in Traladara
when Duke Demara of Vaion proclaimed
himself King of Traladara (AC 474) - with the
result that only some private families of
Harbortown with interests in Traladaran
trade lent money to the local clans to fight
this umpteenth hegemonic attempt!o.

Alfeisle and the Other Islands in the
Latter Half of the Fifth Century

Terentias saw a great development under
Thyatian rule, and was fully integrated into
the empire’s administration; however the
other small island attached to Terentias,
North Island, saw only very limited
development under Thyatian rule - a few
coastal villages and lighthouses, and a fort -
while the volcanic atoll of Fire Island was left
uninhabited. The other small and
unproductive islands under Harbortown’s
formal control - Fortress and Blackrock
islands - received scarce development as well.

10 Again, see A Karameikan Companion (by

G. Agosta) and The History of Karameikos
in “Threshold” issue no. 1 for additional
info about this character and his deeds.
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On Open Isle, the Minrothian families who
lived there had to submit to the rule of their
former slaves, being subject to some
discrimination by the halflings and being kept
out of local government. Malf Quickhand
imposed a swift “Hinization” of the island,
adopting a government structure reminiscent
of that of the Five Shires, with shires and
sheriffs, and renaming many geographical
features of the island, such as its main river
which became the Quickhand River. The island
remained a rural country, however, where the
halflings began to grow spices and other
agricultural products, the surplus of which
they traded mostly with Alfeisle’s elves. Despite
this, Open Isle saw a relevant immigration
from Trader’s Isle as the last halflings
abandoned the place of their former slavery
to join their free kin.

Alfeisle’s trade prospered again in those
decades, as the elves gradually reopened their
borders to foreign traders and again began
visiting ports abroad in the Thyatian and
Alphatian empires. Their trade mostly
concentrated on the eastern regions, because
growing Thyatian interest in trade routes
opened to the Serpent Peninsula led the
empire to discourage the penetration of
foreign merchants in those regions. Elven and
halfling trade with Trader’s Isle was not as
limited, and the elves controlled many local
businesses and guilds in the island, which
brought sizeable sums of money in the
clanmasters’ chests. Shipbuilding activity and
trade in precious timber and quality woodcraft
also spurred the aloof wood elves to establish
their own port town to trade with foreign
merchants, the way the water elves had done
almost two centuries before; thus, the town
of Verdon was born in AC 475.

The Struggle for Independence
In the latter decades of the 5% century AC,

however, due to the growth of their
mercantile interests and to the overall
prosperity of the island, many Harbortown
families began to perceive the Thyatian
protectorate as an excessive restraint to the
region’s further economic development.
Inclusion in the Thyatian trade network
benefited largely a small number of local
noble families who had rebuilt their fortunes
thanks to Thyatian money, but on the other
hand it hampered the rise of new families. As
many of the traditional trades were now
controlled by Thyatians and elves, and chance
to emerge in new trade areas was hampered
by Thyatian trade limitations, new families
had little hope to raise their fortunes.

The latter began opposing the amount of
trade limitations, tariffs, and dues imposed
by the Thyatians on Trader’s Isle trade routes
and products. The presence of Thyatian
troops and bureaucrats on the island, paid
through local taxation, was an additional
reason of discontent, further heated by the
fact that the Thyatians controlled many key
offices of the government, directly or through
proxies. The elves of Alfeisle and their halfling
allies of Open Isle, who resented prolonged
Thyatian control over Trader’s Isle and
imperial limitations on trade as well, were
supporting behind the scenes this growing
opposition to the Thyatian protectorate.

In AC 485 - after a quarrel between local
nobles and Thyatian mercenaries in

Harbortown had degenerated into a street
riot, which had been quelled by the imperial
troops with some deaths among the
noblemen - a delegation of Trader’s Isle
nobles led by Hadric Corser, a wealthy
Harbortown nobleman and merchant,
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reached the imperial capital and asked the
Thyatian emperor to loosen the trade
limitations and open access to a larger number
of the island’s natives to government duties
and charges. The emperor agreed to think
about the issue but preferred to take time, in
the meantime removing the legate responsible
for quelling the riot. Emboldened by this
success, Corser and his allied nobles then
asked for the fulfillment of their requests, also
adding in the abolition of taxation to support
Thyatian troops on the island. But the Thyatian
throne ultimately rejected all the requests. The
noblemen were divided between a powerful
but small minority which supported the
continuation of the Thyatian protectorate, and
a larger number of nobles who opposed it.

At the following noblemen’s assembly in
Harbortown, the opposing faction presented
a petition asking for the removal of all Thyatian
troops from the island, and protests against
the legate were so loud that neither he nor
anyone of the supporting faction were allowed
to speak to the assembly; the legate had to be
escorted to his residence by the troops, under
fear of being attacked. It was evident that the
majority of the noblemen favored the end of
the protectorate, but Thyatis was not willing
to give up Trader’s Isle, mostly because of the
financial interests which some important
Thyatian families had there.

At the beginning of AC 486, the imperial Senate
authorized the legate to use force to suppress
any uprising, if necessary. Unrest began as
many noblemen, adhering to the proposal of
Hadric Corser, stopped paying taxes to the
central government in Harbortown. Skirmishes
broke out in the countryside and in the city as
the Thyatian troops were sent to arrest those
wrongdoers; some were captured and
confined

in a recently-built prison on

Blackrock Island. But weeks later Hadric
Corser, who had escaped imprisonment, with
the secret aid of Alfeisle’s elves, led a daring
naval action against the prison, freeing the
confined noblemen and razing the place to
the ground. The group of rebellious nobles
thus went to the sea, using hidden bays and
coves on the most uninhabited islands (as
well as halfling and elven hospitality on their
islands), and began hitting with swift piratical
raids the vessels of the Thyatian Empire and
of Trader’s Isle families who supported it.

The situation was degenerating, but the
Thyatian naval patrols did not manage to
locate the rebels’ hidden hideouts easily, so
skirmishes went on both on the sea and on
land. At the end of AC 487, despite Thyatian
military presence on Trader’s Isle, most of
the land was beyond the reach of Thyatian-
controlled government in Harbortown; a
reform of the protectorate, loosening
imperial control over the island and
abolishing taxes to support the troops came
too late to win back some support for the
government. Thus, barring outright military
conquest, it seemed impossible to the
Thyatians to restore order on the island, and
even the island’s families who supported
Thyatis began to pressure for an agreement
with the rebels. Moreover, the successor to
the Thyatian imperial throne was utterly
opposed to continued imperial commitment
on the isle to further the interests of a bunch
of senatorial families. Road was paved toward
an agreement which put an end to the
undeclared war.

The Reform of the “Great Uniter”

At the beginning of AC 488, a delegation of
Trader’s Isle noblemen led by Hadric Corser
met with Thyatian diplomats in Seahome,
where the elves mediated the agreement.




Thyatis consented to quit its protectorate over
Trader’s Isle, withdrawing most of the troops
and administration personnel, to recognize
the country’s effective sovereignty, to avoid
prosecuting any individual responsible for the
pirate actions or the uprisings, and to establish
new trade relations to allow Trader’s Isle
merchants to preserve access to some of the
empire’s markets; in exchange, Thyatis wanted
the new government to compensate the loss
of Thyatian families’ interests in the island
through payment of an indemnity. After some
quarrels, thanks to the elves it was agreed that
the payment was to be done in installments
for the next twenty years, and that the empire
was allowed to keep garrisons in Harbortown
and in a couple of other strongholds as
guarantee.

Bust of Hadric Corser
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At home, Corser was hailed as a hero. Despite
the payment due to Thyatis and the continued
presence of the imperial garrisons, Trader’s
Island now considered herself an
independent nation. Striking deals with the
most important noble and merchant families
of the island, Corser laid the foundations of
a new, federal and united government of
Trader’s Isle. Under Corser’s reform, each
domain and district in which Trader’s Isle
was divided would have its own hereditary
noble ruler or elected representative, and an
assembly representing its most important
families; in turn, delegates from each of those
assemblies, called “Provincial Estates”, took
part in the federal assembly, the “General
Estates”. The system ensured a seat in local
government and possibly in the federal ones
even to families who had opposed the rebel
faction, so the reform was quite popular
among the whole elite class of the island.

Still in AC 488, as part of his reform bill,
Corser decreed the foundation of a new
capital city of the island, as seat of the General
Estates and symbol of the recovered unity of
its inhabitants. He laid the first foundation
stone of the new city in the Alphatian Caldera,
on the site where the city of New Alphatia
stood only fifty years before. The new capital
was called Minrothad - that is, “Minroth’s
Home” in local tongue, to remember the
ancient mythic hero who had first settled the
island and whose return was still awaited by
the people who worshipped him as Immortal.
After the foundation of the new city, the
united people born from the union between
the Minrothians and the New Alphatians
began calling themselves “Minrothaddans”.

One of the first acts of the new government
was to sign agreements with the elves of
Alfeisle to become part of the trading
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combine together with the halflings of Open
Isle. An important consequence of this - and
something that the elves and the halflings had
strongly required - was the total abolition of
slavery in Trader’s Isle. Corser and most
families were willing to allow this, because,
even if they owned lands and kept some slaves,
the number of servile manpower had been
decreasing in the past decades, and the island’s
elite felt it better to let slavery go if this meant
inclusion in the trading combine and thus
access to more profitable markets to sell their
lands’ produces.

Due to his successes, the General Estates
decreed to confer Hadric Corser the honorific
appellation of “Great Uniter”. But despite
those good omens, Corser’s rule had yet to
face some tough tests, as Thyatian interference
in Trader’s Isle inner matters was not still
ended.

The Trading Combine

in the Middle of Imperial Struggles

After the reform of AC 488, order was restored
on Trader’s Isle and peaceful - if wary -
relations with the Thyatian Empire were
established. The Thyatians, seeing that
payment of the indemnity was steady during
the course of the years, slowly disbanded their
garrisons in Trader’s Isle, keeping only the
one at Harbortown, albeit reduced in size. The
independence the Minrothaddans had won
from the empire, however, had its downsides.
Trader’s Isle merchants had until now enjoyed
limited access to Thyatian markets, and even
if their trade was subject to Thyatian control,
the island’s economy had somewhat benefited
from this.

Now, the Thyatian government did not hesitate
to use its own trading power to embarrass and
destabilize Corser’s new government, carrying

on a protectionist policy against
Minrothaddan merchandise, and making it
more difficult for its merchants to do business
with Trader’s Isle ones. To enact this, the
empire also pushed for a revision of its trade
agreements with the peoples of Alfeisle and
Open Isle, bargaining limitations on their
trade with imperial assent to Trader’s Isle
inclusion in the Colony Islands’ trade
combine.

Thus, in the next few years the inner political
and social climate of Trader’s Isle improved,
but its families’ trade did not improved as
they expected since the lifting of the Thyatian
protectorate. Payments of the indemnity to
the empire, moreover, began to be quite
burdening for the government in Minrothad
as the years passed. As it could be expected,
smuggling and infringement of the trade
limitations began to be practiced by the most
unscrupulous human and elven merchants
of the Colony Islands’ combine.

By AC 495, Minrothaddan and elven
smuggling activities were taking place even
on the shores of the Isle of Dawn and
Ochalea; the matter could be no longer
ignored by Thyatis, which had to spend
considerable resources in a campaign to
combat smuggling activities, with mixed
results as the empire got no collaboration
from the combine. In AC 497, on the eve of
renewed tensions with Alphatia on the
eastern and Alasiyan borders, the Thyatian
government decided to persuade the
combine to do something against smuggling
by doubling the garrison at Harbortown. The
decision was followed by sharp protests by
the Minrothaddans and the elves, who saw it
as an attempt to restore the Thyatian
protectorate over the island. Hadric Corser,
still the leader of the Minrothad government,
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decided to halt payment of the indemnity to
the empire (which was still halfway from
completion).

Tensions were on the rise; once Thyatis would
rid itself of the Alphatian problem on its
borders, the combine would have had to
comply with the empire’s wishes or try
resisting alone, and likely fall again under
Thyatian domination. Then Corser, together
with the elven and halfling clanmasters,
decided to play an hazardous card and secretly
met Alphatian emissaries who had come to in
Minrothad under disguise in AC 498.

Skirmishes in Alasiya had begun between
Thyatian colonies, Alphatian colonies and their
respective allies since AC 497. The Alphatian
Empire was busy in their effort to conquer
Norwold11, and the likely outbreak of a war
against Thyatis both in Alasiya and on the Isle
of Dawn would distract too many of their
resources from their campaign in the north -
where they were encountering some resistance
from the local barbarian tribes, elven clans,
and dragons. Having an ally who could keep
a part of the Thyatian forces busy on the
western borders of the empire would have
been very useful to the Alphatians - so they

11 This first (actually second, if Alinor’s one
has to be considered) Alphatian colonization
attempt in Norwold is detailed in the novel
Dragonking of Mystara, by T. Gunnarsson,
second book of the Dragonlord Trilogy. 1
assume that the events of the novel take
place around AC 510. For an attempt to
reconcile the info found within the novel with
the Alphatian colonization of Norwold
mentioned in CM3 The Sabre River and try
them fit in the general history of Norwold,
see Timeline of Norwold (by myself, with

contribution of other Italian MMB members).
Note that the latter file is somewhat out-to-
date regarding many details, and will likely
get a revision in one of the next issues of
“Threshold”.

made contact with the Minrothaddans and
the elves led by Hadric Corser.

The result was a military alliance according
to which the Alphatians would send a group
of seasoned wizards and eventually a fleet to
support the Minrothians’ and elves’ struggle
to expel the Thyatian garrison from
Harbortown and brake the trading limitations
the empire was imposing over them. In
exchange, they offered very good trade
conditions within their territories to the
combine’s merchants.

War effectively burst out in AC 499, when
intense fighting began on the Isle of Dawn
and Alasiya. While the Alphatians committed
their forces against the Thyatians, a flying ship
filled with a brigade of battle mages sailed
from Alasiya to Minrothad, helping local
forces to siege and oust the Thyatian garrison
in Harbortown from Trader’s Isle; elven and
Minrothaddan vessels then moved to strike
the Thyatian-held islands, Terentias in
particular. This move caught the Thyatians
off-guard, and forced them to halt their
offensive on the Isle of Dawn to send a fleet
against the Colony Islands. In the meantime,
one of the sons of the Alphatian emperor,
Prince Varzathram, led the sizeable Alphatian
fleet which, with a daring action, breached
through Thyatian defenses in the Strait of
Furmenglaive and managed to reach the
Colony Islands as promised by the empire’s
treaty with Corser. As the war raged in the
west, on the Isle of Dawn military operations
stalled - and this was exactly what the
Alphatians had been wishing for, in order to
focus their efforts on the Norwold campaign.

The Thyatian counterattack against the
Colony Island was led by none less than the
son of the Thyatian emperor himself. A series
of naval clashes took place in the Colony
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The

Islands during the following year.
Thyatians had planned a twofold strike - from
the north and from the east - against Trader’s

Isle capital, but their intentions were
discovered by the Alphatians and their allies,
who took countermeasures. Thus, the Thyatian
fleet attacking from the east and commanded
by the imperial prince, was faced by the
combined force of Alfeisle’s elves and a half of
the Alphatian fleet led by Varzathram; in the
ensuing battle, known as the Clash of the
Princes (AC 500), both princes met their
deaths but the Thyatian fleet did not manage
to penetrate into the Colony Islands’ waters
to carry on its attack on Minrothad; at the same
time, the other half of the Alphatian fleet,
together with the Minrothaddan navy,
defended Minrothad from the fierce assault of
the Thyatian fleet in the huge Battle of
Minrothad (AC 500), which saw a very large
number of vessels employed. After one and a
half days of maneuvering and naval actions
which saw the Thyatians generally prevailing,
the defending fleet - despite heavy losses -
managed to prevent the Thyatians from
disembarking and attacking the capital directly.
When the Thyatian fleet decided to withdraw,
units of the Minrothaddan navy, joined by
elven vessels, harassed it, managing to isolate
a part of the Thyatian convoy and capture it
in the Battle of the Storm (AC 500), thanks to
the use of the elves’ weather magicsi2.

The heavy fighting of AC 500 had depleted the
resource of both sides on the western front;
the Thyatians had lost many ships in battle and
had withdrawn to Terentias, while the

12 The Clash of the Princes, the Battle of
Minrothad, and the Battle of the Storm are
the three sea battles featured in the 8-miles
per hex of the Sunlit Sea included in PC3 The
Sea People and mentioned under note 8,
above.

Alphatian supporting fleet had lost its
commander and was in disarray, and the
native fleets had suffered heavy losses. The
Alphatian Empire would have liked the war
in the west to continue, but was not able to
send additional reinforcements to the Colony
Islands’ trading combine; so, when the
Minrothaddan and elven allies decided to
make peace overtures to Thyatis, the
Alphatian emissaries had to comply. The
Peace of Crossbones was signed in AC 501 in
Terentias’ capital and put an end to what had
been known as the “War of the Princes” (AC
499-501) due to the direct involvement of a
Thyatian and an Alphatian prince. Thyatis was
willing to make concessions to the trading
combine of the Colony Islands, because it
hoped to commit its whole resources against
the Alphatians in order to break their
Norwold campaign and conquer some
territories on the Isle of Dawn. So the treaty
was basically a Minrothaddan and elven
success. The agreement required the
Thyatians to definitely recognize Trader’s Isle
independence and its membership in the
Colony Islands’ trading combine, to withdraw
any troop or garrison from the islands, and
to avoid further interference in the combine’s
internal affairs; on the other hand the allies
agreed to cease any alliance with the
Alphatian Empire, proclaim perpetual
neutrality in the struggle between the two
empires, and pay a quarter of what was still
left of indemnity due to Thyatis in a single
installment, but they also obtained favored
access to the Thyatian Empire’s markets and
special trading conditions within the
territories of the empire.

All in all, the War of the Princes had been a
costly and hazardous bet on Corser’s part,
but marked an important turning point in the
combine’s trading relations with the two
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major empires of the Known World, as it
presented the Colony Islands’ combine as a
neutral nation interested only in trade and
gave the alliance special trading rights in both
empires - something which would have
determined the rise of the combine’s wealth
in the very next years. When Hadric Corser
died in AC 505, the country he had left was
independent, stable, and confident about its
future.

The IerReNDIi IslaNDs
iN the 5™ ceNtury

After the disgregation of the Makai Kingdom
of Ierendi in the late 4t century AC, the Ierendi
Islands had undergone a time of troubles,
during which warfare between Makai tribes
increased, further augmented by the spread
of lycanthropy at the beginning of the 5t
century AC, which brought many werecreature
refugees from the Colony Islands to hide in
the western archipelago, adding to the chaos
reigning in those islands.

During the course of the 5t century AC,
werehunters from the Colony Islands foraged
through the Ierendi archipelago, searching for
surviving lycanthropes, and often coming into
conflict with local Makai tribes, which resented
intrusion by such outsiders.

At the end of the century, the islands were
again fragmented in a number of small tribal
kingdoms and hundreds of independent
tribes. The rise of anything like the kingdom
of Kapena Ikaika appeared decisively unlikely
in the near future13. On the other hand, pirates
and slavers who had plagued the Ierendi
Islands in the past centuries, out of fear of the

13 About Kapena lkaika’s kingdom, see The
History of lerendi and Minrothad, Part One,
in “Threshold” issue no. 3.

decreased their

lycanthropic contagion,
activities in those islands.

‘CHE SIXTH CENTCURY

The 5t century AC had been a time of great
political and economical transformations in
the Sea of Dread: it had seen the decline of
the old trading combine in the Colony
Islands, only to see it restored again and
strengthened after some decades of Thyatian
control; it also had seen the slow expansion
of the Thyatian trade network westward,
toward the Serpent Peninsula, virtually
unchallenged due to the outright trading
weakness of eventual competitors - like the
Traladaran states, the Kingdom of Darokin,
the Five Shires, or the Sindhi realms - and to
the decline of the Colony Islands’ trading
combine due to the Silver Purge and its
aftereffects.

Even if now that the Colony Islands’ combine
had achieved independence and was again
becoming a relevant trading competitor for
the Thyatian Empire in the east, the 6w
century AC saw the continued enlargement
of the imperial trading interest to the west,
with the gradual establishment of political
influence over the Five Shires, the control
over the Ierendi archipelago, and the

expansion of the westernmost trade routes
to the Green Coast of Davania, south-west of
Thanegia Island. The Ierendi archipelago was
at the center of this Thyatian expansion,
whose effects would result at the end of the
century in the establishment of the second
independent island realm of the Sea of Dread.




The History of IEReNDI aND MiNROthad

The IereNDiI aNO COIONY IslaNDs DURING the 5"aND 6" CeNturics
From AC 456 to the IereNDdiaN INDepeNDeNCcE (AC 602)

COLONY ISLANDS IERENDI ISLANDS OTHER

Thyatian Protectorate of Traden's Isie Anecas of Utter Island inhabited
(independent confederation since AC 488! by the AlbiNo people

(Callanii and Vyalia clans)

Eu,::;ae::‘; he Eu;fnfet: AC 446 - Aneas iNhabiled by the Makai Tennitorics of the Thyatian Empine
Open Isle (undbenr Alfeisle control Five Shines' cast-off scttiements

AC 446-450, iNnDepenbent thencafien) and shipbuilding facilitics Tenritories of the Kingbom of Darokin
‘Waten and woob clven Thyatian Provinee of 1he

holbings in Alfcisic E Weslenn Ianbs (AC 586) Tennitories of the Atruachin Clans

Tennitories of the Five Shines

Tennilories controlled by
the Tralabanran bomains

MaiN towns and cities

Main naval battles

ERl | | o)

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

Issue #4



The History of IERENDI aND MiINROtHad

The SecoND Rise of
the ColoNy IslaNds’s COMbIN€

The new century opened with great prospects
for the Colony Islands’ trading combine. The
trading allies, thanks to their neutrality
between Thyatis and Alphatia, managed to
exploit the trading agreement they had signed
with the two imperial powers to legally
penetrate again into both empires’ trade
networks, expanding their trades to Ochalea
and the Pearl Islands, to the Isle of Dawn, to
the Alatian Islands, and most of all to the
Alphatian mainland itself. Thanks to them,
trade goods coming from those faraway places
began to be introduced among the higher
classes of other countries of the Known World
- the Thyatian markets had been the domain
of Thyatian merchants, but the latter had
seemed unable or unwilling to further import
the eastern trade goods in other countries, so

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

that definitely became an area of interest of
the combine’s merchants.

The rise of sea trade by the Colony Islands’
trading combine was also due to the intense
exchange of discoveries and techniques
which was taking place between the
combine’s members; this allowed the Colony
Islands’ merchants to often be the most
up-to-date in the field of navigation, ship
design, shipbuilding techniques, sea and
weather magic, trading innovations, and so
on. Moreover, the ability to merge together
the best results of the Alphatian water magics,
and of the water elves’ weather and sea
magics, allowed them to usually be one step
ahead of other countries’ merchants.

The 6t century AC was an age of internal and
external peace for the Colony Islands,
something which allowed a positive political
climate of stability and dedication to the

Issue #4
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expansion of settlements and trade. Trader’s
Isle, which had suffered much in terms of
population loss in the past century, gradually
recovered from the demographic decline;
important guilds and activities continued to
be in the hands of elven families, but the
economic importance of many human families
rebuilt their fortunes around the lands’
agricultural produces and by exploring new
areas of trade, such as winemaking,
glassblowing, or spice dealing. With the
abolition of slavery on the island, many
landowners turned to rentiers who leased part
of their lands to free farmers, investing the
profit in trade; some others, who possessed
greater sums, invested them in agriculture,
relying on hired labor and introducing some
innovative and very productive techniques in
this field. Urban life flourished as well;
Minrothad, which counted only some
thousands of people at the beginning of the
century, had risen to become the main and
most populous urban center of the archipelago
a hundred years after. Some existing towns,
like Verdon and Seahome, enlarged, while new
ones sprung up - such as Malfton, built in AC
520, which became the main town of Open
Isle. In towns and cities, trade and crafts
organized themselves around new and old
guilds, which became very numerous and
came to exert a relevant level of influence on
the political stage as well.

Inter-island trade was also swiftly developing
in these decades, linking even more the
various islands’ economic activities among
themselves. Close economic ties thus matured
and strengthened between the various racial
communities, bringing to a gradual

suppression the old enmities and hates - such
as that between Alphatians and Minrothians,

that between the humans and the elves due
to the Silver Purge, and that between the
halflings and the humans due to the issue of
slavery.

This century of prosperity had two important
effects for the future of the Colony Islands.
First of all, the growing stronger of economic
and trading ties between the various islands
gave birth to factions which advocated greater
political ties between them as well; this would
pave the way for the confederation project
carried on by Gregus Verdier in the 7t
century AC. Second, ever closer connection
between peoples who managed the guilds
and the peoples who controlled politics in
the islands - often they were the same peoples
- led to the birth of a quite attached oligarchic
block, which began to concentrate in its hand
all the real power - political and economical
- within the combine.

The Settlement of the Ierendi Islands
While the Minrothaddans and their allies, the
elves of Alfeisle and the halflings of Open Isle,
were again expanding their trade network in
the east thanks to their combine’s neutrality
between Alphatia and Thyatis, the Ierendi
Islands to the west had returned to be a
backward place inhabited by quarreling Makai
kingdoms and tribes, with few on interest for
outsider eyes apart from the most daring
merchants and pirates, who occasionally
traded with the natives or raided their villages
to capture slaves.

In this troubled age, it was the Hin of the Five
Shires who first took interest in the islands.
According to the legend, around AC 500 the
High Sheriff of the Shires sent adrift a large
boat carrying about seventy criminals
sentenced to death; the Sheriff took this
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unusual means of sentencing to death because
he unexpectedly discovered that one of the
criminals sentenced to death was his own
brother - he hoped that this way his relative
could have greater chances of survival.

The boat was left in the high seas without food
and drink, and many criminals died of
starvation or at the hand of their kin. In the
third week of drifting in the high seas, a storm
carried the boat toward Ierendi Island, where
the surviving criminals - 23 individuals (11
humans, 5 elves, 4 halflings, and 3 dwarves),
that is less than a third of the original number
- landed. In the following years these
individuals managed to get along, established
a community at the mouth of the Ierendi River,
and made friendly contact with the local Makai
natives.

Time passed and the former criminals’
settlement became a flourishing town which,
some years later, attracted the greedy eyes of
the Five Shires again. But an expedition sent
by the Hin to take control of the town was
decisively defeated by the alliance between the
criminals and the natives, and the Shires
renounced any claim on Ierendi Island from
then oni4.

Thyatian Influence in the West

As can be expected, the historical truth is quite
far from the Ierendians’ legends about the
founding of their island nation. In fact, it was
due to the influence and interference of the
Five Shires and of the Thyatian Empire that
the Ierendian history entered a new phase.

The 6t century AC was an age of renewal,
change, and internal conflict for the Thyatian
Empire, whose struggle against the rival
Alphatian Empire entered a new phase from

14 This is the legend of lerendi’s foundation
as told in GAZ4, pages 3-4.

AC 500, since the beginning of the wars to
control the Alasiyan colonies, wars which
later transferred to the Isle of Dawn. It was
also an age in which Thyatian influence was
felt through many countries to the west of
the empire, including the Colony Islands
(despite the loss of its protectorate over the
archipelago, Thyatian influence was still quite
strong there), the southern Traladaran
domains, and even the Five Shires, where the
Thyatians had forced the High Sheriff to come
to terms and open trade with imperial
merchants after a failed attempt by the Hin
to close their towns to outside traders
following the issue of Minrothian halfling
slave tradeis. Thanks to the control the
empire exercised over the Five Shires and
Ierendi Islands area, Thyatian merchants
began to venture abroad, opening trade
routes with the Sindhi ports of the Great
Waste, with Yavi towns on the coasts of the
Serpent Peninsula, and ultimately with the
Green Coast in Davania; Thyatian
merchantmen sailed inshore and brought
back the luxuries of those lands, in particular
cocoa, exotic slaves, and local spicess.

15 According to GAZ4, page 4, the Five
Shires were “at this time under political
influence of Thyatis”. I tied this statement
with the mention of a “High Sheriff” ruling
the Shires in the 6th century AC, found in
GAZ4, page 3. This story assumes that after
the Hin had suffered from slaver raids in the
preceding century, they decided to close
their borders to sea trade, but the
government of the Shires - led by a “High
Sheriff” in this age - had to come to terms
when the Thyatian Empire forced him to
reopen trade with imperial merchants (think
of the trade relationship between the US and
Japan or between the United Kingdom and
China in the 19th century).

16 See note 8, above.
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The Thyatians were also backing the High
Sheriff’s domain over the Five Shires, but his
rule was facing strong opposition from various
directions, in particular from local Hin
merchants whose businesses were declining
due to Thyatian trading influence over the
country. Smuggling became a sort of national
sport of the Hin who tried to bypass trading
restrictions imposed by the government. The
High Sheriff responded to these violations with
an increasing level of repression, backed by
the Thyatians. In order to avoid an escalation
of discontent from his subjects, transgressors
were exiled to the Ierendi Islands.

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

The Shires’ and Thyatis’ Penal Colonies
Thus, from AC 550 to AC 570 an increasing
number of condemned halflings was exiled
to the islands of Elegy, Fletcher, Alcove, and
Safari. Sometimes the exiles were enslaved
or killed by the Makai, but most often they
were welcomed and developed friendly
relations with the natives. As the number of
condemned halflings increased, it was not
long before small Hin settlements began to
grow here and there on the coasts. With the
passing of years, these exiles - using the Makai
canoes - even began to trade with the Five
Shires, violating trade restrictions, and to
harass Thyatian merchantmen crossing
nearby waters.

The High Sheriff, urged at by the Thyatian
Empire, tried to establish control over these
settlements, sending small detachments of
troops and governors to exercise authority
over the cast-offs; most of these settlements
complied and were subdued, but one on
Fletcher Island resisted. The High Sheriff
mounted an expedition against this exiles”
settlement in AC 568, but the attack was
repelled by the cast-offs, helped by native
Makai tribesmen; a couple of other villages
rebelled against the occupying Hin forces,
one even killing the governor sent by the
Shires17.

The victory of the cast-offs spurred Thyatis to
direct action: if the High Sheriff was unable
to subdue the cast-offs, then they could have
endangered the Thyatian trade routes which
led to the Serpent Peninsula and to Davania.
When a new settlement was established on
the mouth of the Ierendi River by a large

17 | have tried to include some elements of
lerendi’s foundation legend included here;
in my opinion the legend is in fact too
recent (four centuries) to be totally
fictitious.
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number of cast-offs coming from the other
islands in AC 570 - an event which marked the
historical foundation of Ierendi town - the
Thyatians decided it was time to act, even if in
a subtle way.

In those years the empire itself was
experiencing an increase in the number of
prisoners, in particular due to the religious
and social unrest still raging within its borders.
In AC 571, the empire decided to lessen
tensions in mainland jails by founding colonies
of convicts on the Ierendi Islands, thus using
the condemned individuals to exert control
over the Ierendi archipelago. Unlike what the
High Sheriff had done, the Thyatian program
for the Ierendi Islands was carried out
rigorously and rationally: convicts were
divided in small controllable groups,
accompanied by small garrisons, and put
under the supervision of imperial officers. The
prisoners had to build infrastructures - a
manor house or mansion, generally, and
homes for themselves - and to plow the land,
planting, farming, and working in the
plantations which were contemporaneously
established. Plots of land were then sold to
interested landowners, investors, and rich
people in Thyatis!s.

These “penal colonies” were established at
first on the five islands where the cast-offs from
the Shires had settled. Thyatis asked the High
Sheriff beforehand to subdue the openly
rebellious settlements, lending him the help
he needed to ensure success. Within AC 571,
all unrest by the Hin cast-offs was quelled; the
empire established its own colonies on the

18 This is akin to what happened in Australia
and elsewhere in the real world. This version
expands and modifies the reasons behind
Thyatian colonization of the lerendi Islands
found in History of the Thyatian People (by
J. Ruhland).

islands, in order to watch closely the former
cast-off settlements, whose possession was
left to the Five Shires.

Interest and Tensions in the Ierendi
Islands Grow

The next few years saw a few interesting
developments  which  would prove
instrumental for the future of the archipelago.
The Five Shires government never imposed
strict control over the settlements inhabited
by the halfling cast-offs; the High Sheriff was
content to send an officer or two there with
some troops, but tried not to further raise
tensions with the cast-offs and his own
subjects, rather handling political prisoners
to the Thyatians than sending them among
the cast-offs.

At the same time, the government of Shireton
- with the Thyatians complying - decided to
lessen restrictions over trade in order to
decrease internal opposition to the High
Sheriff’s rule and to his alliance with Thyatis,
carried out by the anti-centralist and liberal
faction of the Shires’ middle classes. This fact
also led to the gradual rise of the Hin sea
trade, which for the moment was active
within the boundaries dictated by the High
Sheriff’s rule.

The rise of the Hin sea trade was also due to

development of an wunusually intense
shipbuilding activity in the cast-off
settlements of the Ierendi Islands. The

inhabitants used the plentiful local timber
resources to build small, sturdy, round ships
which mixed the Hin shipbuilding techniques
with the Makai’s canoeing and traditional ship
design. At first these boats were built and sold
on individual basis to single merchants, but
within a few years the government of the
Shires built shipbuilding facilities in the most
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important of the cast-off settlements, and since
AC 575 these were used as naval bases year-
round, becoming in a short time the main
shipbuilding sites of the Five Shires1. The High
Sheriff’'s government was not interested in
creating a competitive navy for the Shires and
preferred to sell the ships to selected Hin
merchants in order to bring more money in
his coffers. Thus, in the turn of a few years,
the halflings’ “wallowing turtles” - as human
sailors called the small ships of the Hin - began
a common sight in the Ierendi waters and
along the Shire Coast.

Worse for the Thyatians, the loosening of trade
restrictions and the rise of the halflings’
shipbuilding craft were reinforcing the faction
which, inside the Shires, opposed the High
Sheriff’s rule. After AC 580, the High Sheriff
experienced growing unrest at home by the
opposers of his pro-Thyatian and centralist
policy, mostly made up of middle-class
merchants and craftsmen tired of trade
restrictions imposed by the agreements with
Thyatis. At the same time the halfling
merchants began trading in defiance of
restrictions and of agreements between the
High Sheriff and Thyatis, often resorting to
smuggling and even piracy. With the High
Sheriff’'s government unable to track these
trespassers down, the Thyatians had to step
in often, capturing and sentencing the
criminals. This did not do anything but raise
the anti-Thyatian feeling of many Hin. In the

19 See GAZ8, Dungeon Master’s Booklet,
page 8. Apart from some sparse details in the
timeline, GAZS8 is lacking any relevant
historical information about the Shires after
BC 500; I think there is room to expand the
Shires’ history - a country not subject to any
change for a thousand and a half years is not
very believable - as | have tried to do with
the story of the High Sheriff mentioned in
this part of the article.

following years, the former cast-off
settlements (and the wilderness around
them) in the Ierendi Islands became the
gathering places for underground opposers
to the High Sheriff’s rule over the Shires, but
also shelters safe enough for smugglers,
pirates, and political refugees.

At the same time, Thyatian interest in the
Ierendi Islands was spurred as well, well
beyond the need to keep control over trade
routes to the Serpent Peninsula and Davania.
In the same years in which the halfling sea
trade began to flourish and the former cast-off
settlements on the islands were becoming
hotbeds of opposition to the High Sheriff’s
rule, the Thyatians discovered deposits of
precious metals (gold and platinum) in the
archipelago, as well as plentiful underwater
sources of gemstones. Accordingly, many
more upper class speculators from Thyatis
showed interest in buying properties - lands
and mines - on the islands, but their arrival
in many cases escalated the conflict with the
native Makai people, who resisted what they
began to see as a full-fledged invasion of their
ancestral lands. In the next few years,
powerful individuals with interests in the
islands obtained from the Thyatian
government further involvement of the
imperial military machine and administration
in the management, control, and conquest
of the islands.

This was further eased by the coup staged by
the stepson of the current Thyatian emperor,
who killed his predecessor. The new emperor
managed to obtain the support of the Senate
through bribes, and enacted a campaign of
terror to suppress all political opposers to
his rule; many of those condemned persons
were sent to the Ierendi Islands as convicts.
Thus, in the following years, the islands saw
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an influx of people from Thyatis, but
differently from the past these were not only
common criminals, but began to include
people of higher social status - senators,
noblemen, wealthy merchants - who had fallen
on the wrong side of the struggle over the
imperial throne. As we will see, their presence
will have decisive consequences for the future
of the archipelago.

‘CThe ThyatiaN CoNgQuest
Of IERENDI

Again, the tense situation in the Shires had
repercussions on the Ierendi archipelago. In
AC 585, growing discontent of the middle class
of many towns against the rule of the High
Sheriff, which in the last years had become
more corrupt and authoritarian than ever,
sparked an armed uprising in the streets of
Shireton, which forced the High Sheriff to
leave the town; within few days, the Shires
were locked in a bitter civil war which saw the
few supporters of the High Sheriff - mostly
noble clan leaders and landowners - fighting
the rebels, who had roots in the merchant
classes and were strong in the coastal towns
and in the former cast-off colonies established
in the Ierendi archipelago.

The uprising could not happen at a worse time
for Thyatis: the strength of the imperial fleet
had declined in the last years due to internal
troubles in the empire, giving way to the
penetration of Northman and Alphatian raiders
in the Western Sea of Dawn; also, war against
the Alphatian Empire broke out in the Alasiyan
colonies to the north, as well as on the Isle of
Dawn to the east, locking Thyatian forces on
many fronts at the same time.

The Thyatians knew the High Sheriff was
doomed unless the empire stepped in to aid
him consistently, but now it was impossible

to send a military expedition to the Shires.
Nevertheless, Thyatis could not afford to risk
losing control over the Ierendi Islands due
to the hostile presence of a differently-
oriented Hin realm to the north. Moreover,
the Thyatian government had already begun
to commission ships - which were sold to the
empire at very favourable prices - to the
Shires’ shipbuilding facilities in the Ierendi
Islands, and intended to increase those
commissions in order to cope with losses in
the war against Alphatia; now the prospect
of losing this shipbuilding resource due to
the fall of the High Sheriff was alarming for
the Thyatian performance in the ongoing war.

Thus, the Thyatian emperor decided to rely
on the treachery his people was famous for.
Thyatian emissaries secretly contacted the
rebel Hin leaders, signing an agreement with
them: Thyatis agreed not to help the High
Sheriff in his struggle to hold his sway over
the Shires - thus allowing the rebels to move
forces from the islands to the mainland -
while the rebels agreed to keep out of the
trade routes toward the Serpent Peninsula
and Davania; both parties agreed to recognize
the current division of the Ierendi lands
between Thyatis and the Shires, but no
agreement was reached over the continuation
of Thyatian ship commissions to the
shipbuilding facilities in the islands.

But that did not matter, as for the Thyatians
the agreement was only a decoy. In AC 586,
as most of the rebel forces left the island
colonies to help defeat the High Sheriff in the
mainland, three Thyatian naval expeditions
quickly and suddenly attacked by surprise the
few halfling defenders left in the islands and
defeated them in the three battles known as
the Battle of Ierendi, the War of Fletcher, and
the Battle of the Trap, taking control of the
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halflings’ shipbuilding facilities and towns on
the islands20. The empire proclaimed the
whole ten islands of the Ierendi archipelago
a province of Thyatis, sending more troops
and a governor to consolidate control over
them. Construction of ships to replenish the
imperial fleet was immediately started in the
former Hin shipbuilding facilities on the
islands.

The Hin rebels were shocked by the Thyatian
surprise attack, but despite protesting against
the Thyatian emissaries they were too engaged
in their civil war to try to react directly. In the
islands, however, some halfling clans - such as
the Caulker and the Longkeel clans2t -
managed to flee in the interior swamps,
beginning from there a small-scale guerrilla
war against the Thyatian occupants. Neither
did Thyatian treachery go unopposed on the

20 These three battles are featured on the
8-miles per hex map of the Sunlit Sea
included in PC3 The Sea People, where they
are also marked as “underwater battles”. In
fact, the triton Kingdom of Undersea - which
at that time also controlled most of the
underwater lands stretching around the
Ierendi Islands - was worrying about the
recklessness of the lerendian halfling, who
had already made some forays into the local
merrows’ sacred underwater sites in order to
get precious pearls and other resources from
the bottom of the sea. Foreshadowing a
worsening of this behavior should the
halflings improve their presence in the
lerendi Islands, the tritons struck a deal with
the Thyatian Empire, agreeing to send some
triton warriors to help Thyatis seize the
halfling settlements in the Ierendi Islands in
exchange for the pledge to avoid trespassing
into the merrows’ sacred places. Thus, the
three battles saw also the involvement of
small contingents of triton warriors on the
Thyatian side.

21 About these clans, see G. Agosta’s
Ierendian Government and Aristocracy, in
“Threshold” issue no. 3.

sea, where many halfling sea merchants went
pirate and began harassing Thyatian trade
routes and isolated ships crossing this sea
region. Anyway, getting a little aid from the
Kingdom of Darokin, the rebels were able to
defeat the High Sheriff later in AC 586; a
federal and decentralized government was
established, and the new Shires took position
against Thyatis in international relations
(even if this opposition did not take official
forms, besides piracy against Thyatian
shipping which was nevertheless denied by
the Shires’ new government).

The Thyatian Rule in the Archipelago
The Thyatian domain over the Ierendi Islands
turned out to be harsher than even the local
convicts thought it to be. The influx of
prisoners and convicts from Thyatis
continued, as the throne carried on its
campaign to suppress any opposition at
home. Political prisoners and many more
common criminals ended up in the Ierendi
convict settlements, where their labor was
put to use by local plantation- and mine-
owners; many also ended up working in the
shipbuilding facilities seized from the
halflings, where - under the overseeing of
Thyatian shipwrights - they built ships for
the Thyatian imperial navy.

The living conditions of the convicts became
harder as, in the course of the years, the
Thyatian crown resolved to extract as many
resources as possible from the archipelago.
Thyatian penetration in the interior, which
aimed at seizing the most profitable mining
sites and at deforesting areas to convert them
to farming lands. This indiscriminate invasion
of the Makai native lands spurred conflicts
between the Thyatian military and some local
tribes in the islands of Safari, Utter, and
Alcove - resistance of the Makai to the
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Thyatian domain was futile and quickly
crushed, but rebellious tribes had to be
tracked down in the wilderness and in
impervious territory, so these “wars” became
long series of skirmishes which did nothing
but exasperate the conflict, forcing the empire
to send more troops and its administrators in
the islands to adopt harsher methods to put
down unrest and discontent.

An especially vicious guerrilla war was fought
intermittently over the course of those years
in the interior lands of Ierendi Island, where
some Makai tribes had been joined by halfling
freedom fighters from clans who had escaped
the former cast-off colonies in order to avoid
submitting to Thyatian rule, such as the
Caulker and Longkeel clans. This contributed
to make the interior of the island insecure and
forced caravans carrying loads of precious
metals, plantation products, and timber to
travel under heavy military escort.

As if this was not enough, the emperor of that
time, a corrupt and unprincipled man, began
cutting corners on the funding destined to the
Ierendian colonies and garrisons, diverting
them into the hands of his cronies and
relatives. As a result, the situation in the
Ierendi province grew gradually worse.

In the course of the thirteen years of Thyatian
dominion, the imperial garrisons in the
archipelago became unusually brutal and
callous in their treatment of the native and
convict populations. The corruption of the
imperial bureaucracy concurred to the picture
of an oppressive and ruthless rule under
which, in the subjects’ eyes, no decent life was
ever possible.

Anyway, the Thyatian owners of plantations
and mines in the islands - most of which did
not live there and were thus not exposed to

the dangers of wilderness guerrilla and native
hostility - were happy to receive high profits
from their products, and had only to ask the
throne for additional troops and funds to
quell occasional disorders and unrest. The
throne was satisfied as well, as it received a
share from every profit made on goods
extracted or produced in the archipelago,
and was even able to further enrich itself by
diverting in its pockets part of the money
destined to the shipbuilding program which
was taking place in the Ierendi yards.

Thyatians who had invested in trading
enterprises toward the Serpent Peninsula and
Davania, however, began to worry about the
preservation of those trade routes, because
they saw the Ierendian situation as
increasingly unstable. Piracy against Thyatian
shipping - carried on mostly by the Hin of the
Five Shires, and occasionally also by the
Minrothaddans - was on the rise, and the
imperial navy was not always able to protect
Thyatian merchant shipping and to track
down the pirates. But the throne and the
Senate, despite warnings by some of the wiser
Thyatian politicians, were induced by bribes
to carry on the interests of powerful
potentates, such as that represented by slave
traders. Thus, instead of spending funds to
fight piracy and improve Thyatian control of
western trade routes, the empire mounted
an ill fated military expedition - led by
General Bronicus Galbanus - against the
Atruaghin peoples of the Children of the
Turtle and of the Tiger (AC 595-598), which
led to the capture of many slaves brought to
the Thyatian markets, but which was
ultimately repelled and did not bring any
lasting territorial gain to the empire22.

22 The idea of a Thyatian expedition against
the Atruaghin Clans was borrowed from
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The Rebellion Breaks Out

Situation in the archipelago grew tenser
toward the end of the 7t century AC. The
failure of the Thyatian expedition against the
Atruaghin Clans, rising in pirate activity in the
Ierendi waters, mismanagement, corruption,
and brutality by imperial bureaucracy and
military in the Ierendi Islands, growing unrest
in Makai and convict population in the ten
islands - all these elements were taken into
account by those who opposed the Thyatian
rule - halfling guerrilla leaders and escaped
prisoners, Makai tribal chiefs, pirate captains,
and not a few Thyatian political prisoners and
former senators or noblemen; slowly their
interest in ousting the Thyatian presence from
the archipelago intertwined together and they
started to plan a coordinated uprising against
the imperial rule.

The old enemy of Thyatis, the Alphatian
Empire, did not fail to notice the troubles
which the rival was experiencing in the west,
either. Thus, another war between the two
empires started in AC 598; the first skirmishes
took place in Alasiya and on the Isle of Dawn,
but escalated into a full war in AC 600, when
the Thyatian navy was severely defeated by the
Alphatian fleet, which had enlisted the aid of
Ostlander longships, at the northern end of
the Western Sea of Dawn. This defeat opened
the Thyatian mainland to sea raids by the
Alphatian and Ostlander warships, and
threatened supply lines to the troops on the
Isle of Dawn23.

The Thyatian defeat was the signal the
resistance movement in lerendi was waiting
for to spark the rebellion. As news of the naval
disaster reached the archipelago, guerrilla

Atruaghin Clans Revised (by J.W. Biles).
23 The international picture here follows
more or less, History of the Thyatian People

(by J. Ruhland).

warriors led by the Caluker and Longkeel
halfling clans and aided by Makai warriors
launched an attack against one of the most
crowded prison camps of Ierendi Island,
inside which a prisoner uprising broke out
at the same time. The uprising inside the
camp was planned and led by a clever and
brutal former Hattian pirate called Mad
Creeg?4, who had earned a certain degree of
popularity among the prisoners due to his
daring piratical actions before his capture,
and to a daring, albeit failed, attempt at
evasion. The coordinated attack and uprising
was successful and, as a result, a small army
of former prisoners, halfling guerrilla
warriors, and Makai fighters gathered around
Mad Creeg. In the next two weeks, uprising
broke out in other places on the islands as
well.

The archipelago’s situation and Thyatis’
problems were not a secret for Creeg. During
his years as a prisoner in the Ierendi Islands,
he had been transferred various times from
one area to another, and during his stays in
this or that area he had made contacts with
charismatic or influential characters among
the prisoners, and with corrupt garrison and
administration officers. He knew that the
empire’s first interest was the defense against
Alphatia, and also knew the vulnerability of
the local imperial bureaucracy to bribes.

After the initial uprising, Creeg managed to
get money from interested parties in the Five
Shires, Minrothad, and Darokin to further his
attempt to free the islands from the Thyatian
control. The former pirate used the money

24 The Hattian origin of Mad Creeg was
devised in G. Agosta’s Ierendian
Government and Aristocracy, in “Threshold”
issue no.3. For a different take about the
pirate leader’s background, see The
Dyunasties of Thyatis (by J. Mishler).
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to bribe garrison commanders and officers
into inaction, desertion, or leaving the islands,
and the imperial bureaucrats into slowing and
thwarting the reaction of the empire to the
uprising. As the rebellion widened, charismatic
prisoners who Creeg had become friends with
during the past years decided to fight under
his banner. Pirates hiding in the nearby waters
flocked under his command, assaulting
Thyatian ships or raiding plantations, mines,
and camps in order to free other prisoners.
Many Makai tribes, who had been subject to
Thyatian oppression or who had seen nearby
tribes dispossessed of lands and resources,
were convinced that Creeg was a better choice
than the Thyatians and threw their lot in with
him.

All this, coupled with the Thyatian
government’s choice to give precedence to the
war against Alphatia rather than to the quelling
of the Ierendi rebellion, made possible a swift
success of Mad Creeg’s ragtag supporters. In
a few months he had seized control the Ierendi
Island, where the main imperial assets were
located; within a year, his tactical mind and
Thyatian inability to get the upper hand against
Alphatia in the east allowed his forces to take
one island after another. In AC 601, the
rebellion led by Mad Creed had completely
overturned the Thyatian  provincial
government, and the few imperial troops - left
without aid from the mainland - had been at
last recalled to Thyatis. This rapid success was
also possible due to the fact that some of the
prisoners who chose to help him were former
Thyatian army officers or noblemen or
functionaries, and had had experience in army,
fleet, and administration management; one of
these, for example, was Tiberius Alexander, a

former senator who helped put together a
fleet for Creeg2s.

The Proclamation of

the Kingdom of Ierendi

Creeg established his residence in Ierendi
town. At the beginning of AC 602, he gathered
there the various leaders who had supported
his rebellion - prisoner leaders, halfling
clanheads, Makai tribal chiefs, pirate captains,
officers who had deserted from the Thyatian
army, Thyatian bureaucrats who had been
promised an appointment in the new
government - in order to communicate to
them his idea to make the archipelago a
kingdom united under one monarch with
strong authority in order to better resist
future attempts by Thyatis to retake the
islands. The flock of his supporters, without
surprise from him, enthusiastically agreed
and proclaimed him as the first King of
Ierendi. Thus, the Kingdom of Ierendi,
claiming all the ten islands - some of which
were still uninhabited (White and Honor
islands) - was born.

Thyatis was not any nearer to seeing the end
of its conflict against Alphatia, and had no
resources to spare for an attempt to retake
the archipelago. In order to avoid exposing
the empire’s western side to attacks by Mad
Creeg’s pirate fleet, the Thyatian government
chose to sign a ten-year truce with the
newly-proclaimed King of Ierendi in AC 602,
temporarily recognizing his possession of the
archipelago but not his royal title in exchange
for abstention on Creeg’s part to launch
pirate attacks against Thyatis. This truce

25 The character of Tiberius Alexander was
created by G. Agosta (see Ilerendian
Government and Aristocracy, in “Threshold”
issue no. 3, pages 45-46).
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would have actually been renewed for many
years until AC 643.

King Creeg effectively complied with the truce,
forbidding his pirates any raid against Thyatian
territory or any attack on Thyatian ships in
Thyatian waters. But this excluded, from his
point of view, attacks on Thyatian ships in
Ierendian and nearby waters. Thus the result
of the truce for Thyatis was the sudden
severing of the empire’s trade routes toward

the Serpent Peninsula and Davania, which
passed through Ierendian and Hin waters
made now impassable due to piratical activity.
In order to preserve access to the Green
Coast’s markets, the empire had to find
another sea route,which this time went from
Ochalea to the Serpent Peninsula through
the Davanian Shallows - a route which would
have revealed itself filled with unforeseen
dangers in the future.

The Threshold editorial team invites all fans
of the Mystara setting to submit
contributions to the seventh issue of the
magazine.

We are looking especially for contribution
fitting the theme of that issue - The Hollow
World.

Proposal Deadline: August 31st, 2014
Manuscript Deadline: October 31st, 2014

Threshold accepts (and invites) the
submission of extended or revised versions
of works having appeared on The Piazza or
the Vaults of Pandius.

Contributions may include, but are not
limited to, articles (short stories, short
adventure modules, NPCs, historical
treatises and timelines, geographical entries,
new monsters and monster ecologies, etc.)
and illustrations (portraits, maps, heraldry,
illustrations, etc.)

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

The Threshold editorial team strives for
edition neutrality, but edition specific
articles (e.g., conversions) are also
accepted.

Statistics for new monsters and NPCs may
be included in articles (e.g., adventure
modules, new monsters or NPCs) in any
version of Dungeons & Dragons. The
editorial team also offers help in providing
conversions to some specific rules set
(including BECMI/RC, 2nd Edition, 3rd
edition/Pathfinder). However, they should
be limited to the minimum -- for most
NPCs, it is sufficient to mention class,
level, and alignment. For important NPCs,
a one or two line stat block could be
included.

See inside back cover for submission
guidelines.
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BararnNa IslaNnd Map

A Truly Dreadful Destination:

=1 FROM

ploevacs Bararna Island
! OF PANDIUS

A map by Andrew Theisen (Cthulhudrew )

Map of DarnarnNa IslaNd
PBased oN 1slands of 1he S5ea of
Dread, by SimoNe Nerti anNDd
Baranna Island by Geoff Qander

Cantography by AMmbrew Thelsem,
Aprdl 2003
Scale: | ex = 8 miles

Too late for inclusion in our last issue to
accompany Geoff Gander’s article on
Bararna Island, but presented here as a
bonus, we present a map of that “truly
dreadful destination”

The Editors
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FROM
‘CHE VAULTS
OF PANDIUS

A conversation (actually a monologue)
between senior Captain Maddom
Eneterias and junior Captain Polin
Jalenta at the “Linton Navigators'
Restplace”, Port Tenobar, AC 1000.

My dear Polin, I see the House has sent you to
take over the command of the Armstead, my
beloved ship. It is a special ship, you know: the
fastest blue-water large sailing ship of the whole
fleet.

I had been a successful merchant in my early
career so I managed to persuade Linton House1
to build her following the instructions of a sage
from our odd village of Armstead. How this
ever-smiling guy from the northern side of the
Cruth Mountains knew how to build ships is out
of my knowledge, but he really knew what he
was doing.

I crossed most of the Sea of Dread with this ship
for almost twenty monsoons, and would have
done it for twenty monsoons more, if only all
the heads of that hydra would have been of the
same opinion.

But now, back to business. Polin, I read here
you never went farther than Thyatis and Jahore,
your travelling being mostly confined to the
Sunlit Sea. Typical. Remember that any real
seamen, really wishing to see if the world ends
at the horizon cannot miss to face the

1 From GAZ11 “The Republic of Darokin” by
Scott Haring. Linton House is the merchant
house of Darokin most specialized in sea
trade.

TS !

for
in the Sea of Dread

by Michele “LoZompatore” C.

maelstroms lingering in the misty center of the
Abyss.

Anyway, they told me you are one of the most
experienced captains of the House so - before
you decide to end up your career enlisting in
that Minrothad Navy which apparently is all the
rage among you rookies - the House wants you
to run a profitable trade across the Sea of
Dread, just like I did until a mere season ago.

You are going to assume command of my ship
and my crew, so I'd better to give you a crash
course on what you'll face on - and in - the high
seas.

What I'm going to tell you is a mix of what I saw
with my eyes and what I read in the rare books
I seldom happened to trade - by the way, insure
you are always provided with some of those
convoluted scrolls for reading languages: they
are an invaluable tool for your new job.

Oh, and be careful: everything you are going
to hear from me by no means will exhaust the
list of perils and opportunities you may find in
the terrible, charming waters just south of here.

Of course, if you feel the need to get more
nerdy details on the best way to distinguish
between an hungry kraken and a clamped
school of goby fishes just have a stop at Newkirk
High2 and try to talk with some of the senior
professors — provided they can spare some time
for you, of course. On my part, I prefer direct
experience.

2 From a table in TM2 “Eastern Countries
Trail Map” game accessory. It is a university
specialized in sea exploration.
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Trade Routes iN the Sea of Dread
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‘CHE BASICS OF CRADE IN
‘CHE SEA OF DREAD

Let's start with a few words about your job:
the Sea of Dread is roughly round, just like a
huge pool, with a single metropolis on its
northeastern side - Thyatis City - which will
buy everything you are going to sell her, and
about a dozen of cities scattered around the
pool's perimeter acting as trade hubs to the
inland territories or to the nearby seas. Such
“Gate Cities” will both buy and sell everything
they can get their hands on.

The Sea itself is not an easy place: it is filled
with dangers and obstacles of all sorts - from
bad weather to pirates and monsters - and it
is crossed by three fierce competitors, namely
traders from Minrothad, Cathos and
Kastelios.

From your perspective the best way to make
a profit is to buy high-valuable, lightweight,
non-bulky goods in faraway places and then
sell them in Thyatis City or in any of the gate
cities, always taking the safest and fastest route
and selling at lower prices than your
competitors.

If the goods you sell are rare you may expect
to charge a 5% markup for every 50 miles of
travelling, a fare that you could easily double
if the goods are unique to a particular area.

It is really that simple, at least in principle.

First choice marketable GOOds

The best marketable goods you should look
for are end-products such as jewels, art
objects, rare books, fine dresses - especially
if made of precious material such as silk or
furs - superior weapons and armors and -
of course - magic objects. Most of these goods

e SUCoo0000000000a0a00000000000aa000a00onaaanaoaans
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require a pretty large economy in order to
be produced, so they are usually found in
large cities and extensive ruin structures.

About ruins: you might try to hire some
adventurers to complement you and your
best crewmen and explore the ancient ruins
yourself but it is far safer, and ultimately more
rewarding, to attend to your business and to
buy the same findings by the same
adventurers once they get back to civilization:
prices are higher and you may have to hire
some more experts in magic and lore to study
the findings but, in general, this approach is
much cheaper than having to repair a
damaged ship and hiring new crewmen.

SecoND choice Mmarketable
GOO0Ss

On a second choice you should look for
precious raw materials such as gems and
semi-precious stones like amber, corals
and pearls. Ivory, tea, coffee, dried spices
and dyes are good choices as well, while you
should trade furs only if you are sure they
do not spoil during the trip. The same is true
about magical ingredients, especially if they
come from recently killed monsters: always

.......................................................
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Map of
MaRrKketable
GOODs iN the
s€a of Dread
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hire a competent alchemist if you go after
monster parts, trust me.

Precious metals like
platinum, gold and
silver are, in general,
received as payment
for your goods, so
you'll likely carry
' them on your return
trip: I'm sure you
already know very
well this part so T'll
just give you just a couple of advices. It' my
firm opinion it's better not to muscle in the
whole raw precious metal trade: loading
just-mined raw gold in your ship is the best
way to burden your merchantman, lose
maneuverability and to attract pirates like
seagulls on my yesterday's dinner.

Moreover, many countries strangely believe
they have exclusive mining rights on certain
territories, even if you actually mined the
minerals and they did not care to exploit the
veins themselves until a mere minute before:
their ships may easily seize your cargo or
impose an ultra-high taxation should they
discover you in their waters.

ThIirD choice marketable GOOOs

Finally, on a last-resort choice, you should look
for fragile and potentially perishable luxury
goods such as fine wines, spirits, glassware,
exotic foods and
perishable
spices. I'd put live

monsters and
live exotic
animals in this

category as well:

remember they pose the additional danger
of escaping.

If possible, move such goods across short
distances and take the safest route. Avoid low
latitudes, if possible, as warm temperatures
and likely thunderstorms may spoil your
cargo —or let it evade - in a very short time.

EXxceptioNal ciRcuMstaNces

Avoid loading any other good I did not
mention so far. Moving common goods - even
weapons - and foodstuff from a place to
another will give low profits to Linton House,
and it's better suited for short-range trade
with less expensive ships.

Of course you may think it's a good idea to
sell food in a famine-stricken country, to offer
weapons and armors to some war-torn border
province and to provide tools to a newly-
founded colony. The problem is - my dear
Polin — that, under the same such exceptional
circumstances, you're not assured to be paid
off once you unload your cargo.

Such an occurrence should arise, I believe
it's way better to move people instead of
goods: move clerics to the famine, warriors
to the war - they'll also help you in defending
your ship, by the way - and colonists to the
wilderness. And get paid in advance for their
transportation, it's a much more rewarding
business.

Just remember to buy plenty of food and
water for the extra passengers and to hire a
few additional clerics to deal with the
inevitable diseases and wounds. Try also not
to overload the ship: shipwrecked people
tend to blame the captain, if he is still alive.

Issue #4
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Slave trade

A final note: slave trade. Trust me, avoid it.
The Alphatian Empire is too far away to be
profitable and the Sindhis’ institutionalized
"slaves" (they call them Kulyias3) are mostly an
internal matter of their caste system.

Actually there is a single, huge market where
slaves can be sold - the Thyatian Empire, which
basically means Thyatis City.

Captives from the Thyatian Hinterlands and
from the Alphatian borderlands on the Isle of
Dawn are the main sources of the increasing
slave population of the Empires. A further
complement is provided by Ostlanders and
Caerdanian raiders, while independent pirates
add their little contribution looking for slaves
in both Thanegioth Archipelagos and in the
northern Davanian coast.

I strongly suspect that several unscrupulous
Minrothaddans are involved in slave trade
despite the official declaration of their leaders
that Minrothad is out of the slave businesss. I
believe the Cathosians don’t mingle in slave
trade as they were themselves enslaved
centuries ago and didn't enjoy the experience,
while I'm not sure about Kastelios' policy on
this matter: most of the area around them is
a hunting ground for slaves so, likely, some
Kastelians may be involved in the business.

Why slave trade is not a business, you ask?
Well, if you start trading slaves then a lot of
people will begin to think that you may look
at them as a potential "trade goods", and will

3 See “Champions of Mystara: Explorer’s
Manual” (by Bruce Heard) section about Sind
for details.

4 The increase of slave population of the
empire is cited in DotE “Dawn of the
Emperors Boxed Set” by Aaron Allston.

5 GAZ 9 “The Minrothad Guilds” by
Christian/Eastland.

act accordingly. Most people west of Thyatis
- including Darokin - oppose slavery as they
are descendant of populations who were
enslaved in the past. If you trade slaves your
not slave-related business reputation will be
disrupted in a very short time and you'll end
up despised and attacked on sight by the
halfings, the elves, and the Ierendians.

Moreover, the bulk of slave trade to Thyatis
is carried out by the Thyatian themselves and
by their allies - most notably Ostlanders. I bet
they would not like a new competitor in this
field.

WHERE TO SELL GOODS

Now, let's now talk about destinations.

First of all, you have to understand that the
whole area is experiencing a real golden age
in trade and exploration, which is opening
untold opportunities to any enterprising
merchant wishing to move goods to the gate
towns.

Large parts of northern Davania coastline
were recently opened to the northern
markets thanks to Thyatian colonistss,
Heldannic holy warriors” and Kastelian
traderss. The end of the Isolation Act of
Minrothad is leading to the reopening of old
trade routes? in the Sea of Dread, which are
soon followed by expeditions from
Karameikos1o, Cathos and Ierenditi.

6 DotE “Dawn of the Emperors Boxed Set”
by Aaron Allston.
7 “Heldannic Knights -- Historical Timeline’

’

by Bruce Heard

8 CoM “Champions of Mystara: Explorer’s
Manual” by Bruce Heard.

9 CoM “Champions of Mystara: Explorer’s
Manual” by Bruce Heard about the
“discovery” of Thanopolis (Tanakumba) by
Minrothad traders in 852 AC.
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Minor seafaring actors like the Black Eagle's
Barony12 and Hule13 are right now sending
their exploration parties across the sea: even
the dwarves of Rockhome!4 have recently
attempted to explore the Isle of Dread looking
for a place to establish a new colony!

The Thanegioth Archipelago is the big prize:
anyone who will manage to establish a few
safe ports of call on it will have the keys to the
whole pool. Unluckily, the area is infested with
dangerous monsters and hostile people -
including cannibals: Thyatians would be the
most advantaged thanks to their new colony
in their “Hinterlands” if not for the hate of the
people of Nueva Ispanola’s — escaped

10 X1 “Isle of Dread” by Cook/Moldvay and
XSOLO1 “Lathan’s Gold” by Merle M.
Rasmussen.

11 X6 “Quagmire!” by by Merle M.
Rasmussen about lerendian explorers trying
to find new routes in the western Sea of
Dread.

12 XSOLO1 “Lathan’s Gold” by Merle M.
Rasmussen.

13 PWA I “Poor Wizard’s Almanac” volume 1
by Aaron Allston, at least referred to Hulean
pirates.

14 XSOLO1 “Lathan’s Gold” by Merle M.
Rasmussen, a reference to Elrem Nessumsar’s
quest.

15 “Grand (Arch) County of Nueva Ispafiola”

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

Thyatians persecuted a century ago who are
just seizing the moment for revenge.

I attended myself a meeting with the
indigenous people of Tanaroa confederacy
in which they expressed their desire to be
more opened to foreign influxic but, also,
when I was a naive rookie seaman, I had to
help evacuate a few beleaguered survivors of
the Aquapopulus War between the Twaelars
and the human colonists!7.

Thyatis City is not a gate to anywhere except
for herself: her population is larger than that
of many nearby kingdoms, and she consumes
any kind of goods at an alarming rate, goods
which are paid with gold and precious metals
taken from the rest of the huge Thyatian
empire. Everybody wants to sell goods in
Thyatis City, at least until they are paid off.
Sometimes I'm scared about what will happen
to this city should the sea routes be broken
or the provinces rebel against the central
power.

by James Mishler

16 X1 “Isle of Dread” by Cook/Moldvay, the
reference is to an adventure idea found at
the end of the module.

17 The Aquapopulus War is cited in XSOLO1
“Lathan’s Gold” by Merle M. Rasmussen.
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Map of the gate towns and the main sea routes of the Sea of Dread

Gate cities, located in the Sea of Dread or in I believe Raven Scarp and Helskir might one
its vicinity, are - clockwise from Thyatis City - day become gate cities as well, but Raven
Vestland, Freiburg, West Portage, Beitung, Scarp is still too intermingled with Thyatian
Kastelios, Tanakumba, Putnabad, our nice colonial policies to attract foreign traders,
town of Port Tenobar and Specularum. while Helskir is periodically razed to the
Specularum is the newest gate city, thanks to ground by contending Thyatians and
the recent opening of the Duke's Road leading Alphatians?9, so it is not safe to stop there for
to Selenicas, so its full potential is yet to be too long.

explored - maybe a good first task for you, my

young Captain.

18 GAZ 1 “The Grand Duchy of Karameikos” 19 See M5 “Talons of Night” by Paul
by Aaron Allston about the building of new Jaquays for details, The next clash in
roads. Helskir will happen in AC 1002.

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine Issue #4
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CRADE COMPETICOR:
RASTELIOS

The city of Kastelios is a good place to sell
goods, as it is the gate to the scattered city-
states of the northwestern Davanian plains,
but it is also a competitor on its own as she
fields her own strategy of buying luxuries
everywhere she can and selling them to other
gate cities. A very dangerous combination for
our businesses, I must say.

The strategic position of Kastelios - just in front
of Thanegia Island - also provides to Kastelian
traders a fast access to the exotic goods of the
Savage Coast and the Addakian Sound. It is a
common sight in Yavdlom to meet a Yavi intent
on predicting a bright future to a newly
disembarked Kastelian captain. While I believe
most farseers actually do it for the generous
tip they receive from the captain, I must say
the farseers are rarely wrong - one of them
once predicted for me "a hand of decades in
sail and a band of decades at anchor", and
now I'm afraid he will be right.

Even if I'm not blessed with the prescience of
a farseer I strongly believe the Kastelians will
become the most important middlemen in the
Sea of Dread within a few decades, and that's
why I think we Darokinian captains should
lobby Linton House to build more blue-water
sailing ships as soon as possible.

Kastelian ships puzzle me, by the way: they
have a mix of rowing and sailing features which
I'd deem impractical, if not inefficient, but they
seem to do their job very well.

CRADE COMPETICTOR:
MINROTHAD

As I talked about Kastelios, let's have a quick
look at our other two competitors.

Minrothaddans - you know them very well -
owe their fortunes to their superior
shipbuilding abilities.

Their ships are really the fastest and safest in
the high seas: their building is a closely
guarded secret in which I suspect the elves
are involved?2o.

Their ridiculous Isolation Act has been a true
blessing to foreign traders — including us -
for more than a century but, since they
dropped it in the last years, things are
becoming worse for our businesses.

Thanks to their better navy, Minrothaddans
make contact with any potential trading
partner faster than us and say to them:

"Do you want to sell your coconuts to Thyatis
City with such a clunky boat? Aren’t you
aware of the many dangers of the Sea of
Dread? You'll barely escape with your life,
trust us. Just let us do this trade for you! Sell
us the coconuts and we will bring them
safely to Thyatis’ docks. Ob, by the way, we’ll
charge you with a 18% tax, just to keep our
[fleet in working order, nothing special. And,
before we forget, you’ll maybe be interested
in buying some fine jewelry we keep in our
warebouses in Trader's Island. Just let one
of our pilots guide you there - waters in our

20 According to GAZ 9 “The Minrothad
Guilds” by Christian/Eastland at least the
Minroth clipper is built by water elves.
Moreover, any attempt to reproduce
Minrothad ships on continental shipyards
resulted in higher costs and less quality, at
least so far.
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CRADE COMPETICOR:
CACHOS>#

country are very treacherous - and we'll be
glad to show you all our merchandise! The
pilot's rent will cost you a purely nominal
tithe - just about 18% of the final price for any
traded good'".

Very clever guys. I hate them.

I heard tales of a Minrothaddan clipper who
recently made contact with barbarian
horsemen in a northeastern subarctic land
called New Thonia, a quarter world away from
here21. I also put my trust into what rumors
say: the Thyatian town of West Portage is
secretly controlled by guildsmen from
Minrothadz22, which also pay the many bandits
infesting the famous "ship land route" to East
Portage23. This is unfair practice at its best, my
young Polin, but it gives you a hint of the true
power of these people.

In short, as you already know, avoid selling
anything to Minrothad - avoid even going
around their archipelago - at least until you
can afford the cost and the risk to sell there
your goods yourself.

21 From M2 “Vengeance of Alphaks” by Skip
Williams: the Minrothad fleet is used to move
horsemen from (new) Thonia to help in the
Thyatian invasion of Norwold some years
after AC 1000.

22 This rumor is true according to the
background of Guildmaster Lareth Kubek of
West Portage at the end of M5 “Talons of
Night” by Paul Jaquays.

23 DotE “Dawn of the Emperors Boxed Set”
by Aaron Allston. Ships are provided with
wheels and pulled by pack animals over a
land route between West Portage and East
Portage, to save the long voyage around the
Isle of Dawn.

TR H !

Finally, we have the Cathosians. Strange
bunch of people, indeed, mostly interested
in trading along the Davanian coast.

They have an odd motto: "Our ships will
always find the route" and I have to admit
that it seem to be true. Cathosians make use
of sailing ships only, usually of small or
medium size and with a stripped-down crew.
They seem not to care very much about
following well-established routes, and they
place their trading offices extremely
separated from each other - I heard rumors
about faraway colonies of Cathos located at
unreasonable distances from home, such as
in front of the coast of Minaea2s, or down
along the savannah of tropical Davania — the
southern tropic, I mean.

I suspect water or air magic — most likely
some kind of elemental stuff - is strongly
involved in their careless approach to the sea
but, if you ask them, it is always just a matter
of "skill and luck".

Cathosian trade network is so scattered that
their merchantmen actually pose a limited
threat to businesses focused in the Sea of
Dread but, sometimes, they tend to
unexpectedly outrun you in the race to the
gate cities, so always beware of them.

I heard the sailors of Cathos have a strong
dislike for galleys, longships and others

24 MSOLOZ2 Maze of the Riddling Minotaur
by Jeff Grubb. For its placement see
“Another Vacros and Cathos placement
theory” by LoZompatore

25 This is a popular fanon location for
Vacros and Cathos themselves. Here it is
turned into a trade outpost.
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vessels moved by rows. They say such ships
remind them of the huge galleys of slavers
moved by minotaurs which were used during
the final years of their former ruler, the
long-lost sea empire of Vacros2s, about four
centuries ago.

OCTHER POTENTIAL
COMPETICORS

Now that I'm on it I'd like to add some notes
about two more potential competitors:
Thyatians and Ierendians.

Thyatis

Thyatians are able to field a huge fleet - almost
six hundred units, to my knowledgez27 - but
their ships are mostly concerned with the
administration of their colonies, where most
of the trade is carried out. They pose a little
threat to foreign traders, until such traders
behave correctly in Thyatian waters and help
supplying the never ending needs of their
hungry capital.

IeRENDI

Ierendians are likely to possess the best crews
in the world - loyal, brave and trained sailors
who will not stop at anything - just make sure
to have as much of them on the Armstead, by
the way. Unfortunately their waters are
infested with nasty pirates who pin down most
of their businesses and deter most foreign

26 MSOLOZ2 Maze of the Riddling Minotaur
by Jeff Grubb. Vacros was invaded and
destroyed by Cathos some 400 years before
the beginning of the adventure (which could
be likely set in AC 1000).

27 For details on this estimate see “Mystaran
Fleets” by LoZompatore here:

ships from approaching the Ierendian
archipelago.

Should the Ierendians manage to get rid of
the pirates I think they would become a naval
power to be dealt with.

PIRATES AND RAIDERS

Pirates

We started talking about pirates and raiders,
what to say about them?

In my maps I took note of every pirate den I
incurred personally or I have heard of. For
sure many more exist hidden here and there.
Also remember that, once in open waters,
trade competitors and pirates often tend to
mingle.

Now, the menace posed by pirates in the blue
waters calls for a relatively large ship, with at
least an user of arcane magic and a cleric - by
the way, our Elimon and Rodarsky are good
and experienced fellows, trust them and
you'll see how they always manage to earn
their pay. Fire and long-range weapons -
while imprecise - often discourage pirates
from approaching, that's why the Armstead
fields a light catapult and two ballistas.

Some pirates are supported by the leadership
of nearby countries, such as in Jaibul and in
the Five Shires, so do not expect any
compensation by their governments after
your complaints. The lands of the hins are a
very peculiar case: they say they must attack
foreign ships because their waters are closed
off from the most profitable tradeszs. I say

28 GAZ 8 “The Five Shires” by Ed
Greenwood specifies in the “Smuggling”
sections that the waters in front of the Shires
are mostly neglected by human traders
except for foodstuff.
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R R,

their waters are closed off because they attack
foreign ships. Anyway, thanks to our
Diplomatic Corps, Darokinian ships do not
suffer from hin attacks: I bet you already made
many profitable businesses with the Shires on
your previous assignments.

By the way, a skillful diplomat is always a
valuable resource In businesses; unluckily,
diplomats tend to get too much involved in
local politics after some time. Just see if you
manage to get the help of one of them, sooner
or later, but don’t get too attached to it.

Raiders

Raiders pose a slightly different kind of issue:
they seldom attack ships in open sea unless
they “provide a fair fight”, but they become a
real danger if decide to raid that precise spot
you are docked into.

Two loosely related groups of raiders exist in
the Sea of Dread: the Ostlanders - who control
the northeastern routes to the Strait of Helskir
- and the Caerdanians29, who control most of
the southeastern route to the Sea of Ochalea.

Ostlanders have a strange sense of honor and
will not explicitly steal from you, but they
believe it's fair to pick up your goods once you
are defeated in battle.

The Caerdanians are slightly less scrupulous:
they assume any ship entering the Strait of
Furmenglaive to be a trespasser and will send
their “navy” to "escort" the offender out of the
Strait. This escort service usually costs a tenth
of a ship's cargo. If the captain refuses to pay,

29 Caerdanians are fan-created material. A
detailed “Caerdania Gazetteer” by Simone
Neri can be found in the Vaults of Pandius. It
is also based on information first provided by
Andrew Theisen.

the ship is assumed to be an enemy and a
boarding attempt ensues.

It’s worth noticing that Ostlanders and
Caerdanians usually enslave the people they
defeat.

Both groups of raiders are approved, and
somewhat sponsored, by the Thyatians as
they help in providing slaves to their capital.
Ships of the Empire usually have little to fear
when crossing the straits to Helskir, Freiburg,
Furmenglaive and Ochalea.

NATURAL DANGERS AND
MONSTCERS

Now that I introduced you about the most
important hindrances posed by human
activities, I'd better start talking about natural
dangers and monsters. The Sea of Dread
offers plenty of them.

It is usual among blue water seamen to divide
the Sea of Dread into four regions: the Sunlit
Sea to the north, the Davanian Shallows to
the south, the Eastern Sea of Dawn to the
east and the proper Sea of Dread in the
western and central regions of the pool.

‘CHE SUNLIT SEA

The Sunlit Sea is the region you know best,
so I'll not pull out too much on it. The main
hazards here are pirates. Avoid the Minrothad
archipelago if you still wish to make a profit.
Just remember that if you really wish to reach
Trader's Isle then you are forced to stop at
Kobos, Gaamo, Specularum, Kerendas,

Thyatis City, Gray Bay and Fort Southpoint
to embark a Minrothaddan pilot. These guys
are the only ones who know how to properly
master the "Lanes" - as they call their sea
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routes — and manage reach safely Minrothad
City while dealing with mists, reefs, sandbars
and dead calms.

I'll just give you some more information about
the easternmost and westernmost parts of the
Sunlit Sea: the kara-kara archipelago and the
Azcan Terrace, respectively.

The Rara-kRara archipelagos3®

The Kara-Kara archipelago is infested by the
Kal-murus, sort of evil air elementals. They
bring warm winds to the islands, which enjoy
an almost tropical climate, but the offset is a
bloody one. Kal-murus are a very aggressive
species: they prey on the most defenseless
ships, push the sails on a crash course to the
nearest reef and then they gladly proceed to
kill the entire crew.

30 X8 “Drums on fire mountain” by
Morris/Kirby.

The Kara-karas, humanoids inhabiting the
archipelago, do not help at all in keeping
their waters safe for navigation, as they rush
en-masse to assault any ship taken by the
kal-murus and stranded close enough to one
of their islands.

I must say it is way better to be a prisoner of
the kara-karas than to be outright killed by
the kal-murus, even if kara-karas are famed
cannibals. I once escaped from captivity by
stealing one of their canoes - which the
kal-murus somewhat recognize and do not
attack - and, ultimately, I must agree with the
Thyatian Admiralty: the whole archipelago
does not possess anything worth enough to
compensate for the loss of a single ship and
her crew - even if the islands are dotted with
very ancient and unexplored temples
obviously not built by the kara-kara.

I strongly advise you to stay away from this
area.

(Original mapmaking artwork by Thorfinn Tait)

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine
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CThe AzcaN CTerrace

The Azcan Terrace is nothing more than the
westernmost extension of the Sunlit Sea
undersea terraces. Merfolks from the
westernmost Undersea Baronies say the
seafloor is inhabited by hostile - while
somewhat dull - crabmens!.

I do not like to poke in the petty quarrels of
the undersea races so I'm not able to confirm
their statement. For sure these waters are rich
in whales, especially just south the Atruaghin
Clans' coast. I once read in a rare book from
Jahore that the Azcan Terrace was once a
thriving continental forest which has been
brought under water by an untold cataclysm32.
It seems that a warlike people who called
themselves "the Azcans" built cities and
temples on this land: I suppose too many of
them were wiped out by the cataclysm and
their people died out; maybe their only
remnants are the aggressive members of the
Jackal Tribe along the coast of Atruaghin. While
there is some potential in ivory and handcraft
trade here I'd suggest you to stay away from
these barbaric guys as well.

‘CHE WESTERN SEA OF
DAWN

Now, let's talk about the Western Sea of Dawn.
Polin, please, try to stay awake as this is not a
boring part at all.

31 Crabmen are hinted in GAZ 2 “The
Emirates of Ylaruam” by Ken Rolston. They
live close to the tritons (in his mortal life Al-
Kalim helped the king of the tritons to get rid
of the crabmens’ menace), so the undersea
west of the Sunlit Sea seemed a suitable
locations for them.

32 GAZ 14 “The Atruaghin Clans” by William
Connors and also HWR 1 “Sons of Azca” by
John Nephew.

TR H !

This sea is seldom called Oceania33 - a name
I read dates back to the ancient times of
Blackmoor and somehow shifted to indicate
nowadays a large island far to the east.

For sure the greatest danger you may find in
the Western Sea of Dawn - much greater than
pirates and Ostland raiders - are the Dendans.

CThe DeNDaNs34

Dendans are a race of intelligent whales,
much more intelligent than the average lot.

Their breeding waters are in the northern
part of the Western Sea of Dawn, where the
cold current from the north mixes with the
warm current coming from the southss.
Sailing in these waters is not easy, as you may
guess, and storms from the north are a real
danger, especially in winter3s. Winds and sea
currents strongly favor north-to-south
navigation along the coast of the Northern
Reaches and south-to-north navigation along
the Isle of Dawn western coast. That’s why
we have Vestlanders in Thyatis and Thyatians
in Helskir, by the way.

33 See the Hollow World boxed set (by
Aaron Allston) Pre-Cataclysmic map.

34 See GAZ 2 “The Emirates of Ylaruam” by
Ken Rolston.

35 This is an attempt to conciliate various
sources about the direction of sea currents
along the Strait of Helskir - most notably
PWA II (Poor Wizard’s Almanac) map by Ann
Dupuis, VotPA (Voyage of the Princess Ark)
part 2 by Bruce Heard and the article “The
Winds of Brun” by Bruce Heard .By allowing
two sea currents in opposite directions all
sources are not conflicting with each other
and many interesting features ensue in the
area.

36 GAZ 7 “The Northern Reaches” by Ken
Rolston.
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Water here is so full of marine life you may
just lower an empty bucket close to the surface
and a fish will jump into it. The same water is
very, very, often shrouded in fog and heavy
mist. Land breezes from the east usually keep
the heaviest fogs away from the coast of the
Isle of Dawn, but if you try to cross the sea to
reach the continent of Brun you'll end up
surrounded by a grey cap within half a day of
sailing from the coast. Mists seems to be
produced by the mixing of the warm and the
cold current, so they are always present above
the sea, with the exceptions of days of strong
gales.

Back to Dendans: they hate humans and,
during the mating seasons, tend to sink on
sight any ship they may incur on. Such hate is
due to active hunting by the people of
Northern Reaches, as they are able to extract
from Dendan corpses a precious magical
ingredient used to make underwater breathing
potions. Young Dendans are an easier prey,
so you may figure out the everyday bitter
struggles between humans and whales for
young cetaceans. An alchemist of Redstone
Castle once told me that just one in ten
Dendan dead bodies is brought him in good
enough conditions to actually extract the
magical ingredient. What a waste.

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

What is worse, the pious men of Ylaruam are
not of any help in this as too many of them
wish to emulate a legendary enterprise of
Al-Kalim37 and they will fervently take the sea
to single-handedly kill a large Dendan to
extract the oil. Foolish guys.

The Misty Route

The abundance of fish is the main reason for
which the good Ylari people possess such a
large fleet — about 200 ships I know of 3s.

The great amount of fish they manage to catch
in the misty waters is an important food
source for their arid land.

The most skilled of these fishermen know of
a risky direct route to the Isle of Dawn which
will shorten by many days the whole trip to
West Portage and back. The "Misty Route", as
they call it, is only for the most skilled, brave
and desperate crews, as it requires a full day
of crossing in dense fog, cutting just in the
middle of the Dendan breeding grounds3».

Bring always with you plenty of warriors and
at least a trustworthy Alasyian navigator
should you decide to try the Misty Route.

‘CThe Shadow Coast

The Shadow Coast and the whole western
coast of the Isle of Dawn are poor in fish,

37 See GAZ 2 “The Emirates of Ylaruam” by
Ken Rolston. While in his mortal life, Al-
Kalim - with the help of sailors from the
Northern Reaches - hunted a Dendan in
order to create a potion of water breathing
and visit the undersea palace of the Old
Man of the Sea.

38 For details on this estimate see “Mystaran
Fleets” by LoZompatore:

39 This is an attempt to explain why there
are so few contacts between Ylaruam and

Redstone, which are pretty close to each
other across the Western Sea of Dawn.
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likely due to the warm waters coming from
the Davanian Coast and the Strait of
Furmengalive.

That's why there are not so many settlements
around here. This could become a danger in
case your ship is short of food or you need
urgent repairs.

‘CThe Strait of FURMeNGlaive

The Strait of Furmenglaive is a dangerous
place: unfortunately, it is also the shortest
route between Thyatis City and Beitung, which
is the gate to Edairo and the Alatian Islands,
so you must be ready to cross it should the
need arises.

If you are entering the strait from the Western
Sea of Dawn you'll face Caerdanian raiders on
your left and a dangerous whirlpool bordering
a long rocky cliff on your right.

Caerdanians know very well how far they can
go without being caught in the treacherous
currents produced by the whirlpool, and
they'll take every care not to let your ship cross
the Strait "unattended" by them.

Raiders usually content themselves to board
your ship and ask for a tithe between 5% and
20% of your cargo value but, when facing dire
times, they'll search for any excuse to capture
the ship and sell your crew as slaves. As I
already told you, they are pretty similar to
Ostlander raiders, just a bit less honorable. On
approaching Castle Furmenglaive, the
Caerdanian crews may include odd guys like
werewolves, lizardmen and even undead, just
tell your men to keep cool.

As both sides of the Strait formally belong to
the Thyatian Empire, Thyatian ships are rarely
approached by the raiders - especially if the

ship embarks a unit of legionaries on "transfer
duty".

Some Thyatian captains harbored in Northern
Ochalea usually allow you to use their ships
to safely cross the strait for a “modest” fee of
about 10% of your cargo value - per voyage.
Just ponder your odds and make your
decision.

CENCTRAL AND WESTERN
SEA OF DREAD

The SerpeNt PeNiINsula

The westernmost part of the Sea of Dread is
subjected to monsoons in summer, which
strongly favor south-to-north navigation, and
by hurricanes coming from the east in winter.

In both cases, it is very difficult to reach
Tanakumba and Kastelios sailing down the
coast from Sind<. It is much easier going in
the opposite direction when there is the right
climate. This is another little detail that will
support future Kastelian penetration in the
Known World markets, trust me.

Storm giants exploit the monsoon season to
go fishing in the shallow waters around the
Serpent Peninsulast. They hover their clouds
at low altitude and then they lower some
impressive kilometres-long nets, moving their
clouds like trawlers. It is believed they then
sell most of the fish they catch to other giants'

40 This would also help explaining why
Tanakumba was “discovered” so late (AC
852) by Minrothad explorers according to
CoM “Champions of Mystara: Explorer’s
manual” by Bruce Heard.

41 What follows is based on a random sea
encounter from X6 “Quagmire” by Merle
Rasmussen, generalized to the whole
Serpent Peninsula.
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communities who live in landlocked countries.

Such "fisher giants" tend to stay away from
islands, sandbars and the coastline: they prefer
to catch the big fish that roam the deeper
waters. Expert seamen know this and tend to
sail closer to the coastline, but rookies may
venture too far and incur into a net, damaging
it along with their ship. Giants may become
very vocal in asking for a refund of the damage,
which usually stands up to some thousand of
gold coins.

The central part of the Sea of Dread is
dominated by three features: the Dragon's
Teeth Reef, the Abyss and the Gyre.

‘CHE GYRE*2

The Gyre is an insidious place: it is a vast swath
of sea where currents run around in a great
circle, hundreds of miles wide.

The area is crossed by gentle breezes and it is
usually bathed with sun. Sea currents in
themselves are not very strong, and they could
easily be mastered by a sailing ship with a good
navigator on board - galleys and longships
should better stay off, as the currents may push
them a hundred miles off-route before they
could manage to cross the area. Even if
weather is a minor hindrance, the weeds and
the monsters of the Gyre are not.

Weeds are not a danger in itself: basically they
are harmless, long stretches of algae which
grow in the Gyre and usually stay afloat there,

42 The Gyre is based on the circular sea
current path shown on the map of PWA II
(Poor Wizard’s Almanac II, by Ann Dupuis)
with the addition of some info taken from the
real world Sargasso Sea. A similar concept
has also been developed by James Mishler in

“The Thanegioth Archipelago”

TS !

herded by the currents on the boundaries.
Unluckily, they have a tendency to
intermingle and form localized patches of
net-like fabric, which can trap any ship foolish
enough to traverse them - and I must say that
only experienced crews are able to
distinguish between the weed patches that
may be safely crossed from those that are not.

Weeds are a huge breeding ground for a lot
of marine life, most notably eels. While there
are plenty of common eels and they do not
pose a threat to anyone, giant eels and various
eel predators usually do. Sharks, giant
jellyfishes, giant octopuses, giant sea serpents
and hydras are a common sight here.

The most clever among such monsters learn
to hunt around the densest patches of weed,
knowing that, sooner or later, suitable prey
will be caught by the weeds and immobilized
for them.

I heard rumors of savage sea folks - tritons,
mermen and the like - living in the weeds: I
believe they are to common sea folk as the
jungles' savages are to ordinary people.

A druid I once ferried across the western sea
once told me that the Gyre is actually the
"seed" of most of the hurricanes hitting the
western part of the Sea of Dread and the
Serpent Peninsula. I have no clue about the
details of such a process, but I suppose cloud
and storm giants actually exploit such
features to move around.

'Che DraGON’s Ceeth Reer 43

The Dragons' Teeth Reef is a formidable coral
barrier splitting the Sea of Dread in two.

43 MSOLOZ2 Maze of the Riddling Minotaur
by Jeff Grubb and also the map of X7 “The
War Rafts of Kron” by Bruce Nesmith.
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The barrier was slowly built by tiny corals upon
an ancient mountain chain - a learned sea elf
I befriended once told me the reef was already
there when their people reached the Sunlit
Sea, shortly after the Great Rain of Firei4.

The reef is almost an insuperable obstacle,
except for a few gaps just south of the Three
Sister's Keys#s. The Keys? Avoid these islands,
if you do not like to be randomly teleported
across the Sea of Dread. I know many funny
stories about this odd phenomenon, but I
suppose it is not very funny when this happens
to you.

The Reef provides lots of fish, sure, and also
marine monsters who eat the fish, and abyssal
creatures who did not expect the sudden rise
in the seafloor and got lost, and distrustful
Twaelar scout parties going north and irritable
crabmen colonists going southi¢ and the
occasional cannibalistic lizardmen group
which just decided to get a life among the coral
reefs. Oh, did I mention the scavenging
pirates? Avoid the area.

Che Abyss

The Abyss is the deepest part of the Sea of
Dread. It is mostly unknown to us, if not for
the effects it produces on the surface.

44 According the Hollow World boxed set (by
Aaron Allston) Pre-cataclysmic map, the
northern half of this part of the Sea of Dread
was a mountain chain before the Great Rain
of Fire. Part of it - while submerged - was
used by corals to build the reef soon after the
cataclysm. See also note 47 below.

45 What follows is a generalization of what
happens to the Player Character when he
disembarks on the Three Sister’s Keys in
XSOLO1 “Lathan’s Gold” solo adventure by
Merle M. Rasmussen.

46 See also note 31.

TR H !

The good people of the Undersea Kingdom
have a sacred fear of the Abyss and they very
seldom venture into it. Sea Giants are more
enterprising. Once I helped one of them,
someone Jubbulnul'ulul'ul or so, and she gave
us some information in exchange. She said
the Abyss was carved by the Immortalsi7 and
it is divided into layers: there is the layer of
sea giants, then the layer of devilfishes, then
of the sperm whales, then of the krakens,
then of the water elemental creatures4s, then
who knows.

For sure, all these layers become quite
intermingled when there is a sudden rise in
the seafloor, such as close to the Dragon's
Teeth Reef or to the Bararna Guyot4. Beware
of this place. The Guyot is entirely under
water, but its sharp elevation forces marine
monsters and elemental creatures to rise from
the deep and reach the surface.

How do you recognize you are sailing above
the Guyot, you ask? This is pretty easy. The
Guyot is flanked on both sides by two large

47 According to note 44 above, the Abyss
was a mountain chain before the Great Rain
of Fire. The idea suggested here is that the
Immortals used most of this landmass to seal
the pre-cataclysmic opening to the Hollow
World located in the Ethengar Khanates,
leaving the Abyss in place of the mountains.
The gates to the elemental plane of water
could also have been used to re-balance the
global oceanic level after the Cataclysm.

48 PC3 “The Sea People” by Jim Bambra.
49 The Bararna Guyot is named after fanon
explorer Bararna by Geoff Gander, who also
discovered Bararna Island in the Thanegiot
Archipelago (see “Dark Worship in the
Known World - The Thanegioth
Archipelago”, also expanded by Geoff
Gander on Threshold Issue #3). It is implied
here that Bararna helped the Thyatian Navy
to find the safest direct route to the
Hinterlands, a route that was then used to
establish the Thyatian colony on Davania.
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semi-permanent maelstroms - an adventurer
told me they go deep to the elemental realm
of water - if you are daring enough to fall into
them to have a check.

Just sail way east of the Burning Mountain and
just west of the floating weeds of the Gyre and
you'll avoid all of them. Remember, the
Burning Mountain is a danger in itself: while
it is said that pure gold may sometimes be
found spouting from this volcanoso, its clouds
of poisonous smoke may kill you and your
crew dozens of miles away from the
mountaintop, if the winds are unfavorable.

Maybe for the first crossings you’d better hire
a Thyatian navigator: they established this
route to their Hinterlands and they know it
very well.

CHE DAVANIAN
SHALLOWS

Finally, let's have a quick talk about the
Davanian Shallows.

According to ancient lore, and supported also
by undersea explorers of the Twaelar empire,
the Davanian Shallows were once an emerged
land, the northernmost tip of the continent of
Davania which sunk after the Great Rain of
Fires1.

It was once part of the great, temperate,
primeval Forest of Kas2 of fabled legend, as can

50 XSOLO1 “Lathan’s Gold” by Merle M.
Rasmussen.

51 Davanian Shallows “borders” (i.e. the
deep water level line shown on the map
below) are drawn by comparing the coastline
of the Hollow World Pre-cataclysmic map (by
Aaron Allston) with AC 1000 coastlines.
Differences are assumed to be due to ancient
lands which sunk during the Great Rain of
Fire and its aftermath.

52 Hollow World Pre-cataclysmic map, by

be seen by the large number of tree stumps
that sprout out everywhere if you care to dig
just a bit on the seabed.

Rather primitive tribes or Neathar savages
inhabiting the area around Garganin have
legends about "the day Ka turned away bis
bead and the sea ate the forest and all of
our cousins".

The Twaelars are trying to add this region to
their empire - they believe there is a great
potential for kelp plantations and sea horses'
pastures, while I'm afraid these are not very
marketable goods on the surface.
Nevertheless, I heard they are having a lot
of troubles because of undead and all kinds
of vermins hidden in the seafloor mud.

To my knowledge, the only people who
successfully managed to establish some
colonies here are the people of Cathos, who
settled the so-called Hills of Kas3 - actually an
archipelago of small islands - which were
likely a proper hill chain before the
Cataclysm.

CThe RatoNates 54

The Shallows are crossed by the Katonates,
nice undersea fellows who built a floating city
just to trade with us and the Twaelars. They
belong to the race of the knas. Should you
incur into them do not hesitate to stop and
have a nice and profitable conversation with
them.

Aaron Allston.

53 The Hills of Ka are based on Andrew
Theisen suggested location for Vacros and
Cathos (available in The Vaults of Pandius).
In the current article it is assumed they are
just colonies of metropolitan Vacros and
Cathos which are located west of the Pearl
Islands.

5¢ “Katonate Confederacy” by Christoper
Cherrington
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To my experience they are very fair traders
and - for a small fee - they could also provide
you with the most updated info about
Cathosian and Kastelian movements in the
area and about the last sighting of the
dangerous Eeliistiis.

‘Che Egcliistiis 55

Who are the Eeliistiis, you ask? You'd call them
"sirens" or, at least, they would look very
similar to them to you. These monsters just
place themselves on some rocky reef, the
upper half of their bodies looking as
astonishing beautiful women, and singing their
charming songs. They just want you and your
crew to join them - as potential mates or as
food, it is almost the same to them. Once you
get in their hands you'll never come back, for
sure. They are a major hindrance on the routes
to the Hinterlands and western Ochalea.

ARreNtela

At last, a few words about the mythical island
of Arentelass, just offshore Ochalea. It is a
magical place, inhabited by dragons and
dragon kins. Its most distinguishing feature is
the silvery dome which entirely surrounds it,
reflecting the outside like a mirror and
preventing any view of the island itself. I know
of a few captains who used to sail close to the
mirror to check for damages to the hull of their
ships.

55 “The dark truth of the Eeliistii” by
Christoper Cherrington

56 Arentela is cited in an adventure idea in
GAZ 4 The “Kingdom of lerendi” by Anne
Gray Mc Cready but never officially placed.
In this article it is conveniently placed
offshore western Ochalea, on an island shown
on Frank Mentzer’s Known World map but
seldom shown in other canon maps. Here the
Chinese myth of a mortal enmity between the
dragon and the tiger is adapted to Mystara.

(P IR R LIa

The mirror can
be lifted only by
the rulers of the
island, otherwise
anyone trying to
cross the barrier
will find himself
instantly
teleported on
the opposite
side of the
dome, with no
hope to ever
reach the island.

Until a few decades ago the dragons of
Arentela occasionally traded with foreign
merchants. People from Arentela possess a
very fine silver jewelry and many exotic luxury
goods. Unluckily, the weretigers living on the
Celestial Territories of Ochalea found a way
to bypass the magical mirror and started a
unending war against the Arentelans. Most
battles take places inside the dome, so they
are not visible to the external passer-by, but
nearby waters are dangerous as the rafts
manned by weretigers going to Arentela and
flying dragons on patrol are a rather common
sight here. As you may guess, they are not
friendly with neutral traders.

Well, I suppose I topped off with it. You are
now ready to try to gain some big money on
the high sea, and you'll likely not be killed at
the first crossing. Just take care of my ship
and my crew and - remember - I have enough
savings to afford a whacky ring of
regeneration for myself, if only I manage to
get my hands on one of it.

Who knows, maybe that Yavi farseer was
wrong after all, and I could come back to the
Armstead way sooner than expected, to
relieve you of the burden of command. Better
you behave with her!
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KRON - The Rart City

KRON - The Ratt City

by Jesper Andersen (Spellweaver)

“The raft city of Kron is a unique place,
forever drifting on the Sea of Dread. Its
position changes constantly and few seafarers
ever get to visit this extraordinary place
except by chance. Some of the Merchant
Princes have established formal trade
relations with the citizens of Kron and from
their ventures bring back exotic corals, rare
fish and even lost treasures salvaged from the
bottom of the deep oceans.

The people of Kron are rumoured to be wary
of outsiders but generally friendly, once trust
is established. The city center is built on more
than a dozen large rafts, some of them as

large as 400 feet across, all beld together by
massive suspension bridges and walkways.
Surrounding the central rafts are almost a
bundred smaller rafts, each supporting the
bouse structures of one or more families.

The ruler of Kron, an aged captain with the
pretentious title of 'King' One-Eye, oversees
the city's daily affairs from bis estate on the
largest raft in the centre of the city. Here, he
sits on the Throne of Kron - a massive, green
marble seat shaped like the band of some
forgotten sea god.”

- Thaoldaw Kaseld,
chronicler of Clan Corser

Issue #4
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'CHE CITY OF RRON

South of the islands of Minrothad Guilds, a
mysterious city built of rafts floats on the tides
and currents. It never reaches land - perhaps
this is another effect created by the artefact
known as the Throne of Kron, which stands
in the central palace. The throne is what makes
Kron un-sinkable, which is ironic, because the
throne itself would sink like a rock, if it fell
into the ocean.

The city is home to about 1,000 souls - most
of them humans. Because the city constantly
moves, visitors are rare but not unheard of.
Experienced seafarers, including but not
limited to the Merchant Princes of Clan Corser,
have learned to befriend the dolphins of the
Sea of Dread, who somehow always seem to
know exactly where Kron is and will gladly
guide to it.

RULERS OF KRON

The current ruler of Kron is an aged captain
named King One-Eye. In his youth, he was a
formidable fighter but due to old age he now
fights as a level 6 fighter. His first mate (captain
of the guard) is named Falcon (F12). There
also is a court wizard named Morak (M12),
who has five apprentices and an amber golem.

DAILY LIFE IN RRON

The citizens of Kron survive mainly by fishing
and diving. All the people are outstanding
swimmers and with the help of water
breathing spells, they venture into the deep
after pearls, corals and other valuables or
necessities. Their diet consists primarily of fish
and various types of kelp, supplemented by
goods traded for with outsiders. Fresh water

is collected from the roofs of the city
whenever it rains and stored in large tanks.
Spilling drinking water is a punishable
offence - usually with a flogging.

Naturally, firewood is lacking but for cooking,
Kron’s citizens harvest and dry different types
of sea plants that produce a suitable heat. At
night and indoors the city is illuminated by
luminescent corals that need to be replaced
on a weekly basis.

For crafting items that require a more
powerful heat source, the city relies on the
potent mixes of the local alchemist, who is
also responsible for producing alchemy fire
for the tower-mounted ballistae used to
defend the city against enemy fleets and large
sea monsters.

For all-out defence, the city can also muster
24 war catamarans carrying a pilot and two
archers each, and against enemy ships the
city will deploy a boarding party of 24 divers
using water breathing spells.

NOTABLE NPCS AND
ESCTABLISHMENTS

GariMiR, local head alchemist
aNO Glue-MaReER

On a large raft in the northeast corner of the
city lies Garimir's workshop and laboratory -
Kron's famous 'glue factory'. Garimir and his
apprentices use the glands of giant jellyfish
along with other ingredients and a secret
recipe to produce barrels of waterproof,
sticky goo, which the citizens then use for a
variety of things. Foreign traders have also
come to appreciate its many uses and so
Garimir has established a formal connection
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with Cuthbert Hengel, Master Alchemist of
Minrothad Guilds of Clan Corser.

Garimir is probably one of the top alchemists
in the Known World when it comes to
harvesting and using plants, corals and
creatures from the Sea of Dread. Few people
have ever heard of him, however, because
Minrothad traders are very tight-lipped about
their sources, when they sell his goods abroad.

Adventurers visiting Kron could seek him out
to get his help before going on aquatic
adventures. He has a vast knowledge of
undersea animal and plant life and therefore
also a number of anti-toxins against some of
the more nasty things, you can encounter in
the deep. If the price is right, Garamir can
supply the PCs with water-breathing items,
light sources that do not require fuel or
oxygen, salves and ointments to treat wounds
underwater where regular bandages are not
of much use and even one-time emergency
flares (for use on the surface) based on an
Ochalean recipe for fireworks, he once got his
hands on.

Dock Master Igoa

Igoa and a handful of men run the primitive
docking area in the southeast corner of Kron.
The enclosed area is only roughly 200 x 400
feet and protected on the two sides facing the
sea by a floating wall and a gate mechanism.
The docks also include a stables area for sea
horses and other aquatic mounts and so can
rarely accommodate more than two small
sailing ships at any given timel. Dock Master
Igoa is in charge of overseeing everything that
goes on at the docks - a dull job most of the
time.

1 F5-1 port in Bruce Heard's port
classification system - see "Ports of Mystara"

Ship Builder Yirav

Yirav is in charge of the large ship building
yard north of the docking area. Here, he and
group of skilled workers produce and repair
Kron's fleet of war catamarans and other small
boats used for fishing or for loading and
unloading vessels that are too large to dock
at the city itself. Yirav also has a number of
triton customers, for whom he constructs
special sea horse-drawn rafts that can operate
both underwater and on the surface.

ZaINi, INNREEpPER aAND OWNER Of
The MaideN's Kiss

Zalni is one of the few women to run her own
business in Kron - the city's only inn, called
The Maiden's Kiss. It is located on one of the
large rafts in the western part of the city, just
west of the palace and south of the city's
stadium. Her inn only has a few rooms for
guests that want to spend the night and don't
have their own ship, but the ones she have
are fairly nice and clean. The food is also
reasonable, even if the menu has very little
variation.

Much of Kron's economy is based on
bartering, where outsiders bring in wares and
exchange them in bulk for Kron's goods from
the sea, but individuals can also buy goods
and services with coin and most nations' mint
are accepted. At the Maiden's Kiss there is a
limited but satisfactory selection of beer, ale,
mead, wine and spirits from Minrothad
Guilds, Ierendi and Thyatis but what is on
tap can vary from visit to visit.

Since Kron is not under the rule of the Guilds,
gambling is legalz in this city and it is a major

2 GAZ9 Players' Booklet page 3 : "Travelers
are often surprised to learn that most
gambling is illegal among the Minrothad
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pastime with foreign visitors, who engage in
a number of games at the Maiden's Kiss. Zalni
has employed a burly fighter by the name of
Vamar to make sure any cheaters or
troublemakers are shown the door (and the
ocean right outside it).

PacewyN's Salvage OperatioNs

One of the wealthier individuals in Kron is
the merchant Paewyn, owner of a small diving
and salvage operation. He has built his
business paying Kron divers for bringing up
salvageable goods from shipwrecks and
undersea ruins they encounter on their dives,
and selling it to visiting merchants. Recently,
Paewyn has expanded his operations with a
sinister crew of 12 Thyatian divers - cutthroats
all by the looks of them - under the leadership
of one Joshua Stormshadow.

Joshua and his men have expanded Paewyn's
operations by roaming far from Kron in an
Undersea Boat and bringing back lost
treasures. Most of the citizens of Kron are
uneasy around Joshua and his men, but they
keep to themselves - many suspect that they
are on the run from the law somewhere. They
would not be the first fugitives to lay low in
Kron.

JolaN Tosk / DoMINiIc HaasKiNz

Another important but not famous (part-time)
resident of Kron is Dominic Haaskinz, son of
the noble Harald Haaskinz of Glantri. Dominic
is following in his father’s footsteps, including
taking an interest in the Elemental Plane of
Water and Water Elementalism magic.

When he learned of the existence of Kron
about a year ago from a Minrothad merchant
he met, Dominic arranged for secret passage

Guilds..."

on a ship to the enigmatic floating city. He
used his magic to slip unnoticed into the city
and learn more about it. A few weeks later he
returned in disguise on another ship, posing
as an old scholar by the name of Jolan Tosk,
come to find a quiet place to live out
retirement. He was granted permission to stay
and rented a small barge on the dull side of
town.

To the citizens of Kron, Jolan Tosk is a kind
old fellow who lives with a middle-aged
manservant named Ulard. Jolan seldom
ventures out but has Ulard run errands such
as food shopping. Actually, Dominic is gone
for long periods at a time - either attending
matters back in Glantri or conducting
underwater experiments to increase his
understanding of Water Elementalism.

He is extremely careful - not least because of
the Thyatian Joshua and his crew of cutthroats
staging their salvage-operations out of Kron.
Dominic owns several powerful water-related
magic items, which he is certain the Thyatians
would love to get their hands on.

His most useful item however, under the
circumstances, is an Amulet of Disguise that
allows him to assume any medium-sized
humanoid form including basic equipment as
often as once per turn. Dominic can appear
as Jolan Tosk or some other creature, but if
he tries to copy an actual person, creatures
he encounter are allowed a chance to see
through the illusions.

3 Source: Joshuan's Almanac & Book of
Facts, page 144
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PLOCTS AND INCTRIGUE

CThe wererat

A wererat recently jumped ship in Kron, having
been on the run from Minrothad authorities
for some time. He is currently scouting the city
in rat form, trying to find the best location to
set up a more permanent lair. Since the
citizens of Kron have next to no silver
weapons, his presence could become a major
problem in the longer run.

The greecdy HiGh SORCERER

Morak, magist to the ruler King One-Eye, lusts
for power and wealth. Eventually, he will
acquire a Ring of Human Control and seize
control of the king. By making a deal with the
corrupt triton Ulobon and using dark magic,
they will force King One-Eye to make a pact
with the triton King Lopra of Suthus, in which
Kron supplies Suthus' triton warriors with war
rafts with which to raid merchant shipping
(see X7 - War Rafts of Kron). Morak has no
idea what Ulobon wants with the prisoners
from the captured ships and he doesn't care.

Che Spy

One of Kron's gifted native citizens by the
name of Hallar has recently found employment
as a local agent of the Blue Eels (see Gaz 9,
p-10). His mission in Kron is to gather
information about the city's salvage operations
and to monitor the buyers of rare items
brought up from the deep. Hallar was
recruited, because the Blue Eels suspect that
magical items retrieved from wrecks or
undersea ruins may be working their way into
unknown hands in the Minrothad Guilds. With
the recent attempt on Oran Meditor's life, the
Blue Eels are investigating any possible leads

to who might be building up a secret force
in the islands.

So far, Hallar has managed to bribe a shop
clerk at Paewyn's to report on the comings
and goings of Joshua and his men and clients
coming to buy Paewyn's goods but nothing
deeply incriminating has been reported so
far.

HISTORY OF CHE CICY OF
KRON

Approximately around the year 600 AC, there
lived a powerful pirate lord on the island of
Terentias in Thyatis. His name was Kelyr and
his greed for treasure knew no limits. One
day, Kelyr heard tales of a lush, green land
far to the south, where the temples and cities
were filled with golden idols and statues.
Intrigued by this tale, he ordered his pirate
fleet of 20 ships to set sail at once and Kelyr
led the fleet himself onboard his flagship,
Demon of the Seas.

After weeks of sailing, Kelyr's fleet reached
the coast of the Hinterlands and soon found
rich, yet poorly defended settlements of
native tribes along the coast. Kelyr's men
plundered and burned and carried both loot
and slaves - including women and children -
back to their ships. They also brought along
a massive, green stone throne, which Kelyr
found in a temple. He liked it and intended
to make it his throne at home.

The pirates departed the burning cities, their
ships heavy with plunder, slaves and fresh
provisions for the journey home. Everyone
was ecstatic - the raid had been a major
success. But back on the shore, a mortally
wounded priest called out to the immortal
patron of the now enslaved people - the
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immortal whose temple Kelyr and his men had
sacked and burned and whose "hand" they
took - mistaking it for a throne. With his dying
breath the priest called out to his deity and
the immortal answered by cursing Kelyr and
his men. They would never return home. They
and their successors would spend an eternity
adrift at sea.

Halfway home the weather changed and a
powerful storm, which lasted for days, blew
the fleet far off course - into the deepest
unknown of the Sea of Dread from where ships
did not return. Several of the ships sank in the
storm and the rest were badly damaged.
Horrified, the pirates watched as giant sea
monsters emerged from the depths to devour
the screaming sailors that were swept
overboard by crashing waves.

After 10 days the storm finally settled and the
ocean calmed. Only 14 of the 20 ships
remained and most of them were unable to
manoeuvre or propel themselves, having lost
rudders or masts or both. Unwilling to leave
his treasure out of his sight, Kelyr ordered a
few of his most trusted men to take the last
operational ship and go for help. They set off
to the north and were never seen or heard
from again.

‘CThe Pact with the SharRk-RiN

Weeks went by and food and water onboard
the last 13 ships were rapidly being consumed.
Some of the pirates started killing off slaves to
preserve what little food was left. The
slaughter and blood in the ocean attracted an
evil tribe of shark-kin, who cautiously
approached the smashed fleet, now bundled
up together. Through weary negotiations, the
evil shark-kin - who realised that the pirates
were much too well armed to take on in an
assault - proposed a trade: The fleet would

give up one human sacrifice a week to the
satisfy the hunger of an abominations that
the shark-kin both worshipped and feared,
and in return the fleet of shipwrecked
humans would be given enough fish and sea
kelp to survive.

Half-starved and desperate, Kelyr agreed.
Even he was not so cold-blooded that he
enjoyed human sacrifice to the horrors of the
deep, but Kelyr eventually acknowledged that
the arrangement had its uses. As such, not
strictly prisoners were traded away to the
shark-kin - a number of pirates who might
have been working up the courage to
challenge Kelyr were also dragged screaming
to the depths to face the mouth and claws of
He Who Devours.

CThe Years of HORROR

Two vyears went by. The colony of
shipwrecked were barely surviving on what
they were being given by the shark-kin. Kelyr
sank into deep melancholy, realizing that
despite his wealth and power, he was going
to die out there on the ocean. The colony
was close to anarchy, with pirates regularly
killing each other over food, water, treasure
— or most of all — the female prisoners.

There was little the slaves could do to prevent
the abuse, but the men of the Hinterlands
had valiantly tried to spare their wives and
children the horrible death of being sacrificed
to He Who Devours. And so, they had drawn
lots each week to determine whose turn it
was to be sacrificed.

One day, a young man named Lerisar drew
the shortest straw, meaning that he was to be
sacrificed the next day. That evening before
he went to sleep, Lerisar prayed to the
immortals and much to his surprise the triton
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immortal Polonius spoke to him in his dreams,
telling Lerisar to rebel against his jailers and
the evil shark-kin — worshippers of Polonius’
enemy, the evil immortal Sasskass the
Destroyer.

The next day, as the evil shark-kin came to
collect Lerisar on the semi-submerged
sacrificial platform, he turned to Kelyr and the
pirates and called out to them. He chastised
them for their lack of courage and for not
giving him a fighting chance. Impressed with
his courage, his pride wounded by Lerisar's
words, Kelyr threw Lerisar a sword and a
shield. On the stands around the platform, the
crowd went wild, as Lerisar cut down the two
shark-kin when they tried to grab him and drag
him under the water. The blood flowed in the
ocean, and for a moment all went silent...

He Who DevouRs is revealed

Suddenly, the whole rotten fleet shook, as with
a thunderous shriek He Who Devours emerged
from the sea in a spray of water!! The stench
of rotting flesh between his teeth was
overwhelming, but Lerisar stood his ground.
He Who Devours lunged forward, huge pincers
clicking and cutting. Lerisar dodged but

disappeared beneath the shallow water of the
submerged platform. The crowd gasped and
many screamed in terror, as He Who Devours
climbed further up onto the fleet. Panic
spread. A few pirates tried to engage the
horror of the deep but they died gruesome
deaths.

Suddenly, Lerisar emerged again from the
water, right next to the beast. He dodged a
pincer, deflected another with his shield, and
then with a mighty thrust buried his sword
to the hilt in He Who Devours' eye. The
horror was slain.

‘Che ENO of Kelyr

Everyone on board the fleet of lashed wrecks
were stunned by Lerisar's sudden defeat of
He Who Devours. As the panic died down,
Lerisar called out a challenge to Kelyr. The
pirate lord appeared on his balcony above
the submerged platform. He could easily have
ordered Lerisar killed where he stood, but
Kelyr did not become pirate lord by backing
down from a challenge - even one from a
slave.

Lerisar and Kelyr met each other in single
combat and after a fierce duel the old pirate
lay dead as well. Lerisar ordered the slaves to
be freed at once and none of the nine
remaining pirate captains dared to challenge
the man, who had just killed both He Who
Devours and Kelyr himself.

The slaves were freed and quickly armed
themselves with whatever improvised
weapons they could get their hands on -
certain that the pirates would eventually go
back on their word and try to enslave them
again. Lerisar sensed the coming bloodshed
and ordered both sides to stand down. An
uneasy truce settled over the fleet as the

Issue #4
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pirates withdrew to one half and the former
slaves to the other half of the wrecked fleet.

Lerisar then called for a council of the 10
captains (himself included). The main topic
right now was survival - what to do without
the food supply from the evil shark-kin, and
how to defend the fleet against the reprisal
attack that would surely follow just as soon as
the shark-kin had gotten over the shock of the
death of their monstrous overlord. The former
slaves knew many crafts that were vital to the
survival of the fleet in the long run and the
pirates were too few and too weak to defend
the entire fleet. For now, the two sides agreed
to put their differences aside and work
together for mutual survival. That meant

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine

Lerisar and Kelyr do Battle

arming the slaves with whatever weapons
could be found.

The shark-kiN attack

Three days after the defeat of He Who
Devours came the attack, which the fleet had
been waiting and preparing for. Hundreds of
shark-kin swarmed the fleet at night and in a
horrible, bloody battle tried to overrun the
combined force of pirates and slaves but were
defeated - though the victory was costly. A
third of the pirates and half the slaves
including many women and children had
been killed. Losses among the shark-kin were
even greater, however, and they did not
return.

Issue #4
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In the months that followed, Lerisar established
a more formal rule over the fleet. The pirates
acknowledged his role as leader but many were
afraid that Lerisar and the former slaves would
seek vengeance on them for past deeds. One
of Lerisar's first actions, therefore, was to
declare a general amnesty to anyone in the
fleet. This greatly upset his fellow country-men
who have suffered not only kidnapping from
their homes but also two years of abuse and
seeing their friends sacrificed to the sea
monsters. Wise leaders on both sides
recognized the necessity of the amnesty,
however, and helped Lerisar enforce it.

Secondly, Lerisar introduced a strict work
regime with responsibilities for everyone -
some were made fishermen, some guards,
some craftsmen, cooks, healers etc. Hard work
kept the minds occupied. Anyone who violated
the law was severely punished and Lerisar
measured out justice equally against the
pirates and his fellow countrymen.

The Rule of Lerisar

In the years that followed, life on the fleet was
harsh. Of the original fleet of more than 2,000
pirates and 800 slaves, only 500 pirates and
300 slaves remained. Yet, this number was
sustainable and through fishing and diving and
collecting rain water the fleet managed to
survive. Gradually the lashed fleet of wrecks
evolved into a floating city, as giant rafts were
constructed from the hulls and better
accommodations were built.

A conspiracy by a group of Hinterlanders to
poison Lerisar and then surprise and kill the
pirates for revenge was exposed and the
traitors hung. 30 pirates later disappeared on
a homemade raft, trying to escape the fleet.
After nearly three years at sea, however, both
pirates and Hinterlanders started to get
philosophical about their existence and the

TR H !

realization that they would likely never see
land again. Children were brought up hearing
tales of "Dry Land".

The worship of Polonius and other immortals
gradually grew as the fleet’s citizens adapted
to their new life at sea and within a decade
of Kelyr’s death, several small cults of worship
had established themselves in Kron.

A UNiQue€ sociecty

In the decades following Lerisar's ascent to
the throne of the floating city, the pirates and
the Hinterlanders gradually formed a unified
society. Children were born who had never
seen "dry land" and gradually as the original
members of the fleet grew old or died of
malnutrition and the general harshness of
the life on the fleet, a new population of
mixed pirate/hinterlander heritage took over.

In the early years, the gender mix was far from
equal - 2/3 men and 1/3 women - but because
of the influence of the rulers and the
churches, women were no longer treated as
objects to be stolen or bargained for. Rather,
they were elevated to something special and
the men of the fleet competed for their
affections.

Although the gender mix is a lot more 50/50
today — 350 years later — these traditions still
affect life in Kron strongly. Four times a year,
tournaments are held to decide who is the
best swimmer, fisher, craftsman, warrior, and
climber and so on. The women don't have to
choose a mate from among the winners only,
but the tournament is considered a good
opportunity to display one's prowess and
impress the ladies. A large stadium is built
next to the High Captain's Hall, where many
of the competitions take place.

It is not unusual for a woman in the floating
city to take a new partner every five years or
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so. Once the woman takes a new partner, any
male children leave the household with their
father to go live by themselves (until, perhaps,
the man secures a new mate), while female
children stay with their mothers until they
come of age and choose their own first partner.
From the age of five, boys are raised by their
fathers to take over whatever profession or
craft they know.

During the first century of the floating city's
existence, a few shipwrecked sailors joined
the floating colony but other than that things
remained uneventful. Around 700 AC,
however, the floating city of Kron, as it has
begun naming itself, establishes a regular
contact with friendly races of the sea and
initiate trade. This creates a great deal of
prosperity in the city, because the sea folk
bring tools and items long lost or forgotten
among the fleet dwellers. A great deal of the
ancient treasure is gradually traded away over
the following decades, as tritons and merfolk
patiently teach the fleet dwellers about the
deep and how to cast water-based magic such
as Water Breathing.

When a ship finally encountered Kron in 776
AC, the fleet dwellers were so set in their
world that they categorically refused to leave
their raft city - even just for brief trip to "dry
land" and back. As Minrothad Guild ships
started regularly paying visits to Kron, the
fear of the outsiders gradually subsided and
a few daring citizens of the raft city did go
away and came back with fantastic tales of
dry land. Not many felt inclined to leave the
raft city, however, to take on such an
enormous outside world filled with so many
dangers.

During the 900's, Kron prospered further
from trade with "dry landers", increasing the
raft-dwellers’ knowledge of medicine,
alchemy and other aspects of science and
trading with the dry landers for much-needed
metal tools and other items in exchange for
what little remained of the original treasure
and what they could salvage from or hunt in
the deep ocean.
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This adventure was inspired by the few words
written by me in “Slaves of the Known World”
quite some time ago.

This adventure pits the PCs against pirates
and slavers as they strive to locate
kidnapped loved ones and avenge the
freedom fighter known as the Seagull.

In Act I, they will meet Nahi, the Seagull's
protege and learn the sad tale of his life.
With his very special ship and crew, they’ll
travel across the Sea of Dread to reach the
slavers hideout.

In Act II the PCs will go against the infamous
slavers ship Black Octopus and its powerful
captain.

In Act III the PCs will finally learn the truth

about the Three Starflowers.

ACCT ONE

A city oN the shores
of the Sea of Dread

The adventure can begin in any city that has a
port on the Sea of Dread, although it is better
if set in Karameikos, Darokin, Ierendi or
Minrothad, or even in Davania.

‘CHE STORY OF A SLAVERS HUNTER

An adventure for PCs of any level
fighting slavery in the Known World

by Francesco Defferrari (Sturm)

It could be any time of the day or the night,
when the PC’s will see a middle aged and
simply clothed man being ferociously beaten
by a group of men. These men will run away
once the PC’s spot them or yell. If the PC’s
are high level, the men will get away by
magical means.

Once the PCs run to the unmoving beaten
man, they will spot a red gem beside him.
That’s a delayed fireball, and the PC’s will be
hit if they do not run away quickly (if they are
low level, the DM should time the explosion
before they are too near). PC’s can
immediately realize powerful magic was used,
as really nothing is left of the body of the
beaten man, and that was obviously done to
prevent a raise dead spell.

Naturally, a huge number of people will come
in the street too see what’s happening.

PCs should now notice a small steel
medallion with the exquisite engraved image
of three flowers with five petals each.

Among the people flocking here there is a
running girl, that suddenly will stop and will
start to cry silently among the crowd. Guards
will arrive too, and PCs should be able to give
them a partial description of the men (simply
clothed like locals, dark or brown haired).
They could however be able to recognize
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them if they see them again (roll on
intelligence). Guards will know nothing of the
medallion but if the PCs show it, they’ll insist
to keep it to investigate.

The girl, young, dark haired, simply clothed
and apparently unarmed, will eventually walk
away. PCs should stop her and ask if she knew
the beaten man.

“Everyone knew him. He was The Seagull”,
she says soberly.

PCs should have heard such a name, either
because the DM has introduced stories about
him before or simply because obviously
characters know more of their world than
players. The Seagull has become famous in
recent years as a pirate hunter. The stories say
that the pirates he caught were killed and left
with cocoa grains inside their mouths, and he
also was known to free captives and slaves
whenever possible, but PCs do not know much
more about him.

The girl will try to leave. If the PCs ask her
name or how she knew The Seagull she tells
them her name is Nahi and is an Ierendian,
but doesn’t have the time to talk now. She has
to search for the men who killed The Seagull.
If the PCs offer to help or point out that it’s
dangerous to do so alone, she will look at them
and ask why they want to help. If the PCs
explain that they oppose slavery, she will let
them follow her (she trusts her ability to detect
lies) but if they give another motivation she’ll
ask bluntly if they do oppose slavery, and if
their answer is not straight she’ll try to
continue alone. PCs who do not immediately
gain the trust of Nahi could skip the next part
of the adventure and meet her again later (go
to Story of the Seagull), or search the killers
on their own, as below, and meet again Nahi
later.

ScarchiNgG fOR the Rillers

Nahi will begin to visit all the nearby inns and
taverns, asking the owners if they have seen
men like the one who killed The Seagull.
She’ll whisper, in case the men have
accomplices nearby, and offer a good bribe
to obtain information. She’ll ask the PC’s to
do the same in other establishments, urging
discretion and caution. In the fourth attempt,
the owner of a dirty and loud tavern called
The Rotten Squid will tell her (or the PC’s)
that those men just came to take their stuff,
pay, and then went toward the port. One she
hears that, Nahi will rush to the wharves but
the men will be nowhere in sight. She’ll ask
the local sailors patching nets, port guards
and anyone nearby, but everyone will tell that
such men didn’t come recently to the docks.

She’ll comment that the men could have
exited the city in some other way, or went
away by magical means, but she’ll also say
she has a good idea on whom they could have
been.

Story of the Scagull

(If the PCs have not followed Nahi in her
investigation above they could meet her again
now, scorned and sad, and ask if she has
news). Nahi will tell the PCs she has a story
to tell and could use some help. She’ll specify
that there is no reward in that except for the
satisfaction of doing the right thing. If PCs
are interested, Nahi will lead them to a quiet
local tavern she knows to tell all of her story.

I have to begin with my story to explain
how I knew him. Two years ago I was
travelling by ship with my younger sister
and many other people from Alcove island
to Ierendi city to sell some necklaces we
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made at the time, when the ship was

captured by pirates. They sold us all into
slavery in some Minrothaddan port,
unknown to me. I was separated from my
sister and sent on another ship, toward
Thyatis.

Somehow, the Seagull intercepted it and
freed us all. That’'s how I came to know
him, and almost immediately I asked for
his help to find my sister. He agreed to help
me, at the time I didn’t know yet his story,
and that it was way more terrible than
mine.

He never told me his real name, he said it
was as dead as the man he once was. He
said however that he lived in a small village
on the coast, and he was a happy man with
a beautiful wife. They had three children,
three female triplets, a very rare event.
When his wife was in labor he picked up
for her three starflowers, without knowing
yet they were about to have three
daughters. That’s the reason why he called
the little girls “my starflowers”. The girls
were only three years old when his home
village was raided by pirates. All his family
was captured. He fought, in vain, and was
heavily chained in the ship. He fought
again, and was beaten senseless for almost
all the trip. He was sent to a fighting pit
somewhere in Thyatis but survived and,
after some months, he managed to escape.
He was able to track down the people who
had bought his wife, but she had already
died, from a common malady. He began
to kill slavers and slave owners, while
searching for his daughters in all of Thyatis.
Eventually he was forced to leave the
empire with soldiers on his trail, but did
not give up. All that happened twenty years
ago.

Nahi continues the story, explaining how the
Seagull never stopped searching for his
daughters, becoming an expert on the routes
and means of slavery and on the people
involved in it. He killed pirates and slavers,
he freed slaves with force or just by buying
them. He built an organization spanning
different nations, the Brotherhood of
Freedom, to help slaves escape and gained
the aid or the sympathy of many people and
churches willing to fight slavery, but he never
found his daughters.

(DM’s wishing to expand the Brotherhood
could link it also to Lathan Lancehand (Male
elf 4), main character of XSOLO, Lathan’s
Gold, a Calaari elf of Karameikos, sworn
enemy of Ludwig Von Hendriks and the
slavers of the Iron Ring).

Since he freed me I aided him in all the
ways I could. - Nahi explains, then her
eyes become wet and her look sadder - I
think he became a sort of second father
to me, and I became a sort of daughter to
him. We looked and looked for my sister
and his daughters and finally, just a month
ago, we had a breakthrough. We found
The Black Octopus.

Again, PCs could have heard the name, as it’s
an infamous pirate and slaver ship, reputedly
commanded by a vampire, or a necromancer
in some stories. Nahi and the Seagull found
out that The Black Octopus was the ship that
kidnapped both Nahi’s sister and the
Seagull’s family. The ship has always been
elusive to the fleets of half the world’s
nations, that have hunted it almost
everywhere for years. It has huge bounties in
the Shires, Ierendi, Darokin, Sind,
Karameikos and even far away Yavdlom and
the Savage Coast.
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We did it by following the cocoa trail - Nahi
explains - that’s why he left cocoa grain in
the mouth of the pirates and the slavers he
killed. Because his daughters were sold for
three sacks of cocoa. He always said “Think
about the tragic irony, Nahi. We never ate
cocoa in our lives, before they took us. So
many nights I wondered, are my daughters
still alive? Do they know cocoa now?”.

We discovered indeed that cocoa coming
from the south is often used as payment to
slavers by Thyatian traders, and following
that route we managed to find a stray sailor
who was on the Black Octopus and knew
its favorite hiding place. He also saw a girl
similar to me in that place, a lone island in
the southern Sea of Dread, and that could
be my sister. I have a map, a ship, a crew
with good warriors, but I need more help
to assault a pirates’ cove. Would you come
with me?

Nahi eventually would like to alert a fleet or a
personality known to fight pirates (like Devon
Hyraksos or Zandra Sulanov in Karameikos)
about this hideout, but cannot do it right now.
She explains that pirates have many spies in
all the major ports, and if a fleet leaves to
engage them they are often warned before, at
least two thirds of the time. She prefers a lone
ship and a small group to scout the place and,
hopefully, free her sister. She’d also like to
capture the Octopus’ captain or one of his
officers, to ask them what has become of the
Seagull’s daughters. She feels she owes that
to him.

Nahi also points out she’s risking much by
trusting the PC’s, as the men who killed the
Seagull could have allies everywhere, but she
needs help immediately. The Seagull had many
enemies, but he could have been killed now

exactly because he discovered the Octopus’
hideout, and the place could be vacated soon.
It’s important to go there right now.

If the PC’s need time Nahi could agree to wait
two hours, but not more, or she’ll search for
somebody else. If the PC’s accept, she’ll lead
them or meet them at the port, by The Hope
of Freedom, Seagull’s ship.

‘Che Hope of FRecOOM

On the ship, PCs will get to know the crew,
almost entirely made up by former slaves the
Seagull freed. Obviously when they arrive all
the crew will be sad and angry over the death
of their beloved captain.

The Hope is a small, quick sailing ship
(similar to a caravel), that has Attack 3 and
Movement 8 with the naval battle rules of the
Ierendi and Minrothad Gazetteers. The ship
has a crew of 19 people. They are all warriors,
sailors and even rowers when needed. One
of them is Nahi (Ierendian female, 21 years,
Thief 3, freed 2 years ago), the others are:

- Julius, the second (Thyatian male, 38 years,
Warrior 5, descends from generations of
Thyatian slaves, freed 19 years ago, gruff,
fights with two swords, in an apparently
casual relationship with Herja, but she’s the
first woman he really loved),

- Teur (Ochalean, male, 29 years, Warrior 6,
born a slave, freed 5 years ago, jovial and
kind, he rarely relates the horrible scenes he
witnessed in his life. In love with Nahi, but
hasn’t yet found the courage to tell her),

- Iana (Ierendian, female, 34 years, Thief 6,
taken 20 years ago and freed 10 years ago,
beautiful and regal, the informal cook of the
crew, is devastated by the Seagull’s death as
she loved him, often hides to cry),
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- Selan the boatswain (tanned skin, he was
taken as a child and doesn’t know where,
male, 27, Warrior 4, freed 16 years ago, very
gallant with all women but secretly in love
with Kala, eager to avenge The Seagull),

- Kala the helmswoman (Pearl Islander,
female, 33, Warrior 5, taken 14 years ago and
freed 12 years ago, always friendly bickering
with Selan, smiling and strong, every sunset
she throws a flower in the sea in memory of
her slain husband and lost daughter),

- Dragan (Kerendian of Traladaran origins,
male, 41, Wizard 6, sold by his parents 35
years ago and freed 10 years ago, always
carries silver pieces for the poor everywhere
he goes, fearless in battle. He loved Patricia
from the moment she saw her, but didn’t tell
because he considers himself too old),

- Shine (Ierendian halfling female, 44, Thief
8, a sailoress taken in the seas 20 years ago
and freed 18 years ago, knows the sea, winds
and currents better than anyone, has
infiltrated countless slavers’ houses, in a
happy relationship with Abir),

- Patricia (Thyatian female, 22, Cleric 4 of
Tarastia, from a rich family of slave owners
she repudiated 3 years ago, kind and always
willing to help, attracted to Kalb and Dragan
but feels guilty about it as she thinks it would
be like indulging her vanity, and is unable to
choose),

- Kalb (Ylari male, 25, Warrior 4, 10 years a
slave, freed 1 year ago, proud and serious but
friendly, selfless in defending comrades in
battle. Likes Ansel much, but cannot admit to
himself that could be more than friendship),

- Ansel (Darokinian male, 39, Warrior 7, a free
man of Akorros who joined the cause for
idealism 2 years ago, was part of an

adventuring group but left them because they
didn’t want to challenge the laws permitting
slavery and serfdom. In love with Kalb, but
thinks he’ll never reciprocate),

- Ailyn (Minrothaddan female, 18, Cleric 1 of
Calitha, 5 years a slave, freed 2 years ago,
apparently fragile, often praying, wakes up
crying in the night, Patricia and Shine often
hug her. Knows Ajeet likes her, but she feels
too weak to have a relationship),

- Cedric (Dunadalian male, 23, Warrior 3, all
his family was taken by Alphatian slavers, he
has a long story of escapes and struggles, freed
two brothers now returned home, while
mother and father died. Likes to joke, drink
and party, but deadly serious in battle. Likes
Ailyn, but is uncertain if is a good idea to tell
her),

- Arafrid (native Heldannic male, 34, Warrior
6, family sold for rebellion by the knights to
Thyatians 15 years ago, still searching for two
sisters, mother dead, melancholic, drinks too
much when at land, is considering telling
Ellada he likes her even if he knows it’s very
unlikely she would reciprocate),

- Herja (Vestlander female, 36, Thief 3, taken
and sold as a child by Ostlanders, freed 3 years
ago, never told anyone about her slave years,
apparently hard and casual about her
relationship with Julius, but she’s really in
love with him and deadly afraid of losing him
in battle).

- Ellada (elf female, 115, Elf 7, she was taken
as a child and doesn’t remember much, has
been recognized by other elves she met as
probably Wendarian, was kept as concubine
by a powerful Thyatian wizard for decades,
escaped after he died. Had an attraction for
the recently deceased Sergej but didn’t tell
him and anyway she feels really older than
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the humans and thinks only Abir can partially
understand her),

- Saryan (Cypric Alphatian male, 27, Thief 4,
crooks sold him into slavery 4 years ago, ended
in the Isle of Dawn, then on a ship directed to
Davania and was recently freed by the Seagull.
Always been a scoundrel and a womanizer,
likes Ellada, Ailyn and Patricia, but hasn’t yet
chosen the first he’ll court),

- Abir (male gnome, 59, Warrior 3, an excellent
artisan and smith, grew in the house of a rich
Ylari merchant, treated very well. Didn’t even
realize he was a slave until his master died and
he was sold 4 years ago. Fortunately, the buyer
was the Seagull. Doesn’t know his origin, he
doesn’t even speak gnomish. He’s in a happy
relationship with Shine and close friend of
Ellada).

- Ajeet (Sindian male, 19, Warrior 2, taken 3
years ago and freed recently. His family
exterminated, horribly tortured and burned
by slavers, even if Patricia and others of the
crew are trying to cure him, he’s sick with the
desire of revenge and he’s the most likely to
do reckless things. In love with Ailyn, but will
not admit it as he’s ashamed of his looks.
Practices with the sword maniacally).

These people come from all the Known World,
all have interesting and sad stories, they were
sold by pirates, enemies or crooks, all of them
were uprooted and lost their families, most of
them were tortured and saw others die. Many
are experienced (the DM could also raise or
lower their levels to better match the PCs) but
the older ones can easily explain how what
they do is dangerous by pointing out that more
than half of the crew was composed of
different people 5 years ago, now all dead
fighting slavers. They lost a comrade, a

Karameikan named Sergej, just ten days
before, during a Thyatian mission.

All the personal relationships of the crew are
deeply tragic as they are all ready to die for
the cause and know that could happen quite
soon, particularly if they have to engage the
powerful Black Octopus.

‘Che Sea Voyage

200 miles south of Trader’s island The Hope
will meet Typhoons island and pass far away
from it, as ships are frequently sunk near it
(location of AC10 adventure Isle of the Storm
Giant). Nahi will not consider the idea of
investigating on the way to the pirates
hideout, as time is too important.

170 miles south and 25 west of Typhoons
island The Hope will meet the No Name
island, aka the Island of Dried Skins of the
Shark-kin (PC3), a volcanic island with a high
mountain. Shark-kin and Weresharks live on
the island, they are wary and threatening, as
this is their sacred island and they had to fight
pirates encroachers in the past, but could be
approached and talked to, depending on the
PC’s action. If PC’s are not menacing or
arrogant, in fact the Shark-kin will talk, as
they consider the PC’s ship too small to be a
real threat. They know by sight the Black
Octopus (if the ship is described by Nahi) and
they can confirm they have seen the great,
dark ship pass by directed to the south. (The
Octopus can carry up to a 200 people crew
and an even greater number of slaves, treat

it as a galleon ).

Pirate’s rock is 150 miles south and 25 east
from No Name island, 420 miles from
Trader’s island. The Hope, if the wind is
favorable and the weather good, could cover
the distance in just 4 or 5 days. (Water
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movement modification table for weather in Rules
Cyclopedia page 90).

The trip could be uneventful or the DM could use
encounter rules (here modified from Rules
Cyclopedia), rolling 1d6 for each day. If the result
is 1, an encounter occurs, 50% of the time it will be
another ship, roll 1d12:

Tablel: Ship Encounters

1 Small ship of adventurers, could be allies or
headed to a complete different mission, as
per DM’s decision

2-7 |Merchant ship, probably will just signal to
salute, but PCs could sign to communicate
with them or even buy provisions

8-11 |Pirate’s ship, could try to attack, see Pirate’s
Rock below for a list of them

12 |Special ship, as one of the floating islands of
the lizardmen described in Gaz4 The
Kingdom of Ierendi, page 53, or Kron, see
X7

The other 50% of the time the encounter will be
with creatures of the ocean (1d8 with 1-2 flyer, 3-8
swimmer). For flyers see Rules Cyclopedia (a result
of 6 could be a dragon as per appropriate table), for
swimmers roll 1d12:

Table2: Creature Encounters

1 Sea Giant
2-4 Sea Hydra

5 Mermen
6-9 Sea Snakes
10-12 |Sea termites

Any of these encounters could be hostile or not
depending on the DM’s decision or the reaction

Route to Pirate’s Rock table.

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine Issue #4



The Three StarfFIOWeERs

The lone Sea Giant and the Mermen will both be
agents of the Twaelar Empire. They will demand the
ship’s direction and purpose and they will tell PCs
that they are entering the dominion of the Empire.
They could be satisfied by several answers, even by
the truth, or by a “donation”, provided that PC’s aren’t
arrogant or menacing. They know about Pirate’s Rock
and affirm that the island belongs to them. Slavery is
legal in their empire too, but they do not care about
the PC’s actions against other surfacers, as long they
do not disturb the peace of the empire. If the giant
or the mermen become hostile they could attack in
force and the Hope of Freedom will risk sinking, and
PCs and crew could be killed or captured (see below
the Twaelar Empire box).

OVERCOMING WINDS aNOD CURRENTLS

It’s very difficult to reach Pirate’s Rock, and that’s the
reason why it has been an haven of piracy for so long.
Nahi and The Seagull were lucky to find a sailor
willing to share the vital sailing information required
to reach the island. They consist in a series of
maneuvers to avoid dangerous winds and currents
that could otherwise push a ship off course. A full
day, in addition to the normal trip, is necessary to
perform all these maneuvers.

Several governments would pay handsomely for such
information, but Nahi would give it freely to anyone
willing to attack the pirates. (See Full attack on
Pirate’s Rock box on page 87)

Twaelar EMpIRre

The Twaelar Empire is the heir of
the ancient dominion of Adhuza,
that in the remote past ruled over
the Thanegioth archipelago and
beyond, up to the shores of the
Known World. The masters of
Adhuza were the kopru, but
eventually the more numerous
mermen rebelled and took control
of the Empire, renaming it. The
mermen of Twaelar are not
peaceful as those of Undersea, they
have learned cruelty too well and
are ruthless rulers of the sea that
aim to expand their dominion to
the north and the south. All the
other races of the Empire are
second class citizens and they use
slavery too. Wereshark and
wereseal slavers are used to
capture, transform and enslave
surface dwellers. They consider
pirates useful to disrupt trading
routes of the surfacers. Their
ultimate goal is to find a way to
develop the ability to stay on the
surface for extended periods
(developing temporary legs as the
shark-kin do and the ability to
breath air) in order to conquer all
the surface of the Thanegioth
archipelago, and more. They claim
rulership of Pirate’s rock and have
in the waters east of Pirate bay their
northernmost fortress.

THRESHOLD: The Mystara Magazine
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Pirate’s Rock

The island has been in the hands of pirates for
centuries. Even if all the Known World fleets
know of its existence, only a brave Ierendian
admiral once managed to find it decades ago,
but his ships were sunk and all his men were
enslaved. The reason is the difficulty in
reaching the island and also navigating around
it without precise maps, as it is surrounded by
strong winds, currents and dangerous reefs.
The Seagull discovered that there is a safe way
to approach the island, from the north, but
Nahi will want to do that at night, as by day is
much more difficult to remain undetected.

From a distance the island appears exactly like
a rock on which waves break continuously.
The rims of the island are high cliffs,
treacherous to climb, with many submerged
rocks beneath. However there is a beach on
the northwestern side, with a small cove
nearby where the Hope of Freedom will drop
anchor and, hopefully, remain hidden. With a
small boat the PC’s, Nahi and 11 other
members of the crew will disembark on the
nearby beach and begin their exploration of
the island. 7 of the crew will wait on The Hope.

GeNERral GeoGraphy aNd
History of the IslaNd

Roughly 20 miles long and 8 wide, the island
is so hilly and rugged that getting lost is really
easy (1-3 on 1d6 each half-day) and the
movement rate is just 3-4 miles a day. With a
local guide, it could be increased to 5 miles a
day. Even if the external cliffs are bare of
vegetation, the interior is an incredibly thick
tropical jungle full of insects (and beetle
swarms), snakes, lizards (some poisonous),

marine birds, ducks, parrots, cranes, herons,
flightless birds (like the weka or the dodo),
rats, mice, bats and small wild pigs. There are
also more dangerous animals, like giant draco
lizards, pit vipers, stirges and even some
hydras, but they aren’t the most dangerous
creatures of the island. In fact several
intelligent peoples inhabit the island and
claim parts of it.

The first people, who claim to be the most
ancient inhabitants, are in reality a mix of
races that includes medusas, cyclops, harpies,
giants, phanatons, and fairies. They warred
in the past but now have forged a stable
alliance that dominates the northern part of
the island. The second people are the
lizardmen that live in the eastern part of the
island. The third people are the humans of
mixed Makai and Tanagoro descent that live
in the south west and in the smaller eastern
island. The fourth people are the pirates that
include men from all the Known World,
Makai, Pearl Islanders, Yavdlomians, Sindians,
lupins, rakastas, tortles. The fifth people are
the mermen and the other races of the seas
they dominate, i.e. knas, sea ogres, sea giants,
shark-kin, tritons, weresharks, and wereseals.
All of these five people claim to be the real
masters of the island, and it’s hard for an
external observer to know who’s telling the
truth.

All these people now have an uneasy truce,
but they had several wars in the past and they
also defeated several other people who tried
to live on the island but were eventually
destroyed and have left only traces now, and
that includes fire salamanders, gyerians,
crabmen, chameleon men, carnifex,
neanderthals, rakastas, Oltecs,

Blackmoorians, Taymorans, Nithians, and
Milenians.
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The waters around the island house an
incredible variety of jellyfish, lobsters, crabs,
fish, dolphins, seals, more dangerous creatures
as sharks, water termites and sea snakes and
really dangerous creatures such as sea hydras,
sea dragons and the people of the Twaelar
Empire.

WalkiNg the IslaND

From Fairy Beach to Pirate Bay is just a 7 mile
walk through the south east, a two hour walk
in normal conditions, but due to the
impassable vegetation and the rugged terrain
the PCs will never be able to walk in a straight
line, will have to climb in several places, cut
vegetation, cross streams and ravines and will
risk getting lost. During the first day they will
hear laughter and movement in the jungle,
but they will find nothing except for wandering
monsters (even a hydra if they are unlucky).
In fact the fairies are observing them from the
start. If the PC’s do not get lost (and there is
a small chance of that, see above), they will
reach the outskirts of the village of Sharath by
the first evening. If they get lost they could
arrive near Gukluna by the first evening or
near The Grumbler in two days, or be truly
lost in the jungle in the direction of the bay.
Either way the fairies will manifest by the end
of the second day.

F1yING OVER

Flying, even if PC’s have the means to fly with
other 12 people, it is a very bad idea not only
because it would provoke attacks from stirges,
hydras and maybe even the dragon Kumatun,
but also because the lookout in The Strong
(see below) will surely spot them. If the PCs
have the means to fly all invisibly, the fairies
will stop and confront them anyway, as

..................................................

i
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described below, as soon as they land near
the bay.

Sharath

This village is mostly built on trees, in one of
the rare plain areas of the jungle. The
inhabitants are phanatons, pixies and other
creatures that resemble small rakastas and
gyerians (pookas) and treants.

Gukluna

This village of wood huts is inhabited by a
particular race of giants probably unique to
the island, and by some pixies, treants and
harpies. The giants in the past mixed with
humans, ogres and neanderthals, so they are
only 9 feet tall and have brown skin.

The First People

Treant |

Wherever the PCs arrive after one or two days
of walking, a delegation of the First People
will confront them, probably composed of a
treant, a pixie and a pooka or a giant. They
will ask PCs, kindly but firmly, why they are
here on their island and what are they doing.
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If the PCs speak with them, they’ll explain that
they have a sort of agreement with the pirates
and they’ll insist that the PCs speak with the
Snake Queens.

If the PCs agree, the fairies will lead them, in
a days walk, to Medusa Cape. If the PCs escape
or fight, the fairies will run away but shortly
after they’ll begin to harass them to drive them
toward the south, outside their territory. The
fairies will avoid kill or be killed situations,
but if the PCs somehow manage to kill some
of them, they will retreat to attack later in full
force (i.e. numbering in the dozens) until all
the PC’s are exterminated. Excessive violence
would be a very stupid choice on the PCs part
and Nahi too will oppose it at any cost as it
would compromise the mission.

Probably accompanied by fairies PCs will pass
near to

The Grumbler

The still active volcano has a cloud of smoke
hanging over it, even if it hasn’t erupted for
decades. In the past flame salamanders came
out of it and tried to invade the island, and
some say they are still a threat in the area. The
DM could add a salamander encounter if he
wishes, as they could attack (not lethally) the
fairies and the PCs in order to harass them. If
the PC’s have somehow arrived here escaping
from the fairies the salamander could be
friendly and even aid them in reaching The
Strong through underground passages, if they
are willing to aid the salamanders in killing
the medusas.

Medusa Cape

They will see a bare area full of caverns, rugged
hills, cliffs and sand dunes, inhabited by
medusas, cyclops, giants and harpies. The
medusas, called by the other of the First People

The Three StarflIOwWeRrs

the Snake Queens, will meet the PCs with
veils on their faces. There will be three of
them. If the PCs tell the truth, the medusas
will explain that, after many wars in the past,
they made an agreement with the pirates.
They trade with them but don’t consider
them friends, so if the PCs would like to try
to enter The Strong and fight the pirates, the
First People will not interfere. They will point
out, however, that the fortress and the town
of Hideout have a thousand inhabitants and,
even if most of the pirate captains hate each
other, they will fight together against an
external enemy. Besides, they know that the
captain of the Black Octopus, simply known
as The Masked One, is a powerful wizard. The
medusas are willing to help, as they could
obtain from the pirates any individual slave
or any information, but only if the PC’s will
steal an idol in a human village of Tuawo-ki,
in the south, or, alternatively if they will aid
in killing the dragon Kumatun.
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The PCs could discuss the proposal with Nahi
and the others. They want eventually the
capture of the Octopus but, for now, could
settle with the freedom of Nahi’s sister and
information about the whereabouts of The
Seagull’s daughters, as they all feel they owe
at least that to him. Nahi will suggest asking
the medusas also all the available info about
the other ships now at anchor, as some pirates
could be allies in future battles with the
Octopus and its crew (see descriptions of the
ships below). If the PCs agree they’ll have to
choose one of the two missions, if they refuse
the medusas will simply let them go and the
fairies will escort them to the northern...

Pirate’s bay

With approximatively a diameter of three miles
the bay houses in its lower half the pirate town
of Hideout, dominated by a tall fortress, The
Strong. As walking on the beach PCs could be
easily spotted from the towers, they’ll have to
go back into the jungle to continue south. The
next destination is the village of Kamawi, 9
miles away. With a pixie guide, the PC’s can
reach it in two days. The pixie will leave them
before the village, they’ll have to reach Tuawo-
ki with a local guide, as he won’t enter human
territory...

RamMmawi

This large town of wooden houses that
resemble overturned ships, located in the
larger plain of the island, is inhabited by
brown skinned humans that look similar to
Ierendian Makai and Pearl Islanders. In fact
they are a mix of both people and many others,
therefore some of them even have fair eyes
and hair. They will be suspicious but not
outright hostile. If PCs say they are here to
meet the high priest of Tuawo-ki, they will

warn them of his evil ways, and the reaction
will be identical if PCs say they are after the
green dragon Kumatun. They do not have
much in weapons and magic, and are too
scared of the priest or the dragon to
accompany PCs, but they’ll offer food, water
and everything they have (even magical
objects, if the DM wishes). They could also
provide a guide to lead them to Tuawo-ki in
just one day and half.

CTuawo-ki

This town is similar to Kamawi, but larger
and built on the northern shore of a small
lake (1 mile long, half a mile wide). The
people inhabiting it are apparently similar to
those in Kamawi, but the truth is that the
priest and several other chiefs and warriors
are aranea in disguise. The people of Tuawo-
ki know that their leaders are aranea and, as
followers of Korotiku, they are proud of it,
but do not share this information with
foreigners. PCs will be quickly lead to the
high priest, who will be willing to share
information about their neighbours. He’ll tell
them that the medusas, the pirates, the
Twaelar empire generals and the dragon
Kumatun are all power hungry psychopaths
that would like nothing better than to
conquer and pillage all the others, but they
can’t as their powers are, at the moment,
balanced. He’ll also tell them that the humans
of Kamawi are dangerous cultists of undersea
monsters who perform human sacrifices at
the first chance they get, even if he, the high
priest, has done his best to redeem them. All
this is perfectly true. If the PCs say they are
after the pirates or after Kumatun, the high
priest will offer any aid he can, as provisions,
potions and scrolls, but will warn them about
the power of the dragon and of the black
wizard that leads the Octopus.




The Three StarfFIOWERs

The idol the medusas want stolen is kept in
the high priest’s house and it’s what has kept
the town safe for centuries, as it has the power
of boosting the abilities (+3 to all
characteristics and rolls) of any person born
within 300 feet from it. The large high priest
house is almost always inhabited by him, his
wife, two children (teenagers), all of whom
are aranea, 2 acolytes and 3 warriors (all
humans). During the night the aranea will be
in their natural form. The idol is also protected
by a magical alarm and it’s a spider figurine
weighing 10 pounds, so stealing it is not an
easy task. If the PC’s manage that anyway, they
could be chased by the inhabitants, but a few
moments before they are surrounded a portal
will open in the earth below them and a pixie
and a pooka with lead them to safety through
it. The medusas were in fact scrying them.
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CThe Ruma SwamMp

If instead PCs have accepted the other
mission, to slay Kumatun, or hope to gain the
aid of the dragon against the pirates (the high
priest of Tuawo-ki will tell them that’s
possible) the swamp could be reached ina 1
day walk with a Tuawo-ki guide, who’ll leave
them on the fringe of it. By day, lizardmen
warriors will soon surround them and lead
them to the dragon. By night, they could try
to sneak to his lair, which is not an easy task.

The lair is a deep ravine in the swamp, hidden
by trees and surrounded by a town inhabited
by lizardmen, troglodytes and gatormen.
Kumatun is a 13HD Large Green Dragon, who
will call his minions immediately if attacked,
unless PC’s find a way to seal his lair. Even
s0, he has items and magic and shouldn’t be
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an easy fight. If they kill him,
however, the scrying medusas
will provide them with a portal
to escape (and will also
dispose of the corpse to avoid
resurrection).

If PC’s instead talk to Kumatun,
he’ll offer to accompany them
himself (in human form)
against the captain of the
Octopus, provided that they’ll
aid him in a little mission. The
waters south of the island
house a Dragon Turtle that
controls several sea snakes,
bitter enemy of the Kraken,
served by devilfish, who
inhabits the water near Kamawi
(to whom the local villagers
offer human sacrifices). The
PCs, provided with water
breathing, would have to attack
several sea snakes,
impregnated with the Kraken’s
odour (a disgusting white
liquid that Kamatun minions
obtained with many losses).
This will lead the Turtle against
the Kraken and the two,
Kumatun hopes, will kill each
other. No matter how that goes
however, the dragon will aid
the PCs against the pirates if
they do that for him. If they
accept, PCs will have to fight
at least three Sea snakes 12 feet
long, with 6hd each.

Other LocationNs IN the Waters
AROUND the Pirate’s Rock

The Ruins: Mermen say they
are old as the sea. This lost
city was a Blackmoor fortress
before the Great Rain of Fire,
rumored to hold wonderful
and dangerous secrets.

Admiral’s Graveyard:
Centuries ago an Ierendian
admiral managed to find
Pirate’s Rock, but didn’t
really reach it as pirates and
mermen led his ships to their
fate among the reefs, now
dotted with derelict ships.

The Blue Wind: Constantius
and his famous ship sank
here during a battle between
pirates for the control of the
rock. The derelict ship is
rumored to hold still his
treasure, and be haunted.

North Reef: Years ago a
strong ship armed by
Ierendian and Karameikan
merchants to strike back at
pirates sank here, where
many other older derelict
ships also lay.

The Monsters Sea: This
area is inhabited by the
Kraken and the Dragon
Turtle and their minions,
see the paragraph on The
Kuma Swamp for more
details.

Seamen Bed: This tower of
the Twaelar Empire has 50
mermen warriors, and it
watches comings and
goings, and activities of
Pirate’s Rock. It’s so called
by pirates because several
ships who displeased the
Empire were destroyed
here.

Red Water: Has this name
for the same reasons as
above, that’s the main castle
of the northern border of
the Twaelar Empire, 500
mermen strong plus 200
between shark-kin, tritons,
sea ogres, and sea giants

Shwun and Dwyshe: These
communities of the Twaelar
Empire have 7,000 and
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The Pirate’s Fate: The 1,000 inhabitants,
stories say that once a pirate Pelonging to all  the
wanted to secretly attack the ~undersea races, and many
island and kill the other Slaves, including some
captains, but his ship was former air-breathing people
sunk by monsters and he still 1OW turned into
wails under the waters on the ~ Weresharks.
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‘The TowN of Hideout

At last PCs should arrive at Hideout (2 days
walk from the Kuma Swamp), dominated by
the fortress known as The Strong. The town
is inhabited by a thousand people, half of
which are usually the crew of pirate ships. The
others are “civilians” who live in the town,
women and children included. These people,
as the crew of the ships, come from all over
the Known World and beyond it, and can
belong to any race. Some are slaves, some
convicted criminals, some are lost children,
some are unscrupulous traders, some are spies
for governments or rival captains. The town
has a lot of shops, inns, taverns but no law
except for the historical custom, surprisingly
respected by almost everyone, that all should
behave well in Hideout, and not kill anyone

except in a formal duel. In the rare case in
which someone doesn’t respect the custom,
the locals and the crews enforce it. The town
even has a temple, dedicated to all immortals
and never very crowded. Entering Hideout
unnoticed isn’t very hard, but if the PCs visit
shops and inns and speak to people, or even
if they just linger for some hours, spies will
eventually notice that they aren’t from one
of the accounted crews and they’ll report it
to their masters (the captains, the Twaelar
empire, the medusas, the aranea, and
Kumatun). Once recognized as outsiders
they’ll not be exposed, but rather contacted
by people interested in using them against
an enemy (see The Ships and Characters of
Hideout, below).
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‘CThe Ships IN the Harbour

The Black Octopus, fast large vessel, attack
8, movement 7, 200 people crew, painted
black and with black sails, heavily guarded, the
crew on board will not reply to any question
and will threaten who ask. Only thirty people
are on board at any given time, the rest is
around the town or inside The Strong, see
below.

There is a 40% chance that each of these ships
are in the harbour too:

(Names of these ships came from GAZ4 and
GAZ9 and from the excellent article, “Mystaran
fleets” in the Vaults of Pandius that gathered
them. Also check the Pirate Lords article by
Colin Wilson in issue 3 of Threshold magazine
for more pirates and ships!)

The Raging Dragon, fast large vessel, attack
9, movement 6, 150 people crew, with a
wooden dragon prow and somehow shaped
like a dragon, with a crew of rakastas,
phanatons and lizardmen, is rumored to be
the ship that connects the inhuman races of
the Thanegioth archipelago in trade and
alliances. Captain Shanir (rakastan female F10)
and her crew hate slavers.

The Joyous Star, double hulled makai ship,
attack 5, movement 8, has a crew of up to 70
Thanegioth natives, Makai and Tanagoro,
Captain Whaka (human male F8) and his crew
hate slavers.

The Blackbeard, small, fast galley, attack 3,
movement 8, Ierendian, Captain Koon
Blackbeard (human male F12) and his crew of
50 men hate thyatians but occasionally engage
in slavery.

The Bucc